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Dr. Doug Rokke, United States Army veteran and
health physicist expert on the health and environmen-
tal effects of Depleted Uranium munitions, will be
presenting talks in the Lehigh Valley, April 10-12.

Rokke was a member of the United State Army
Medical Command’s Biological and Chemical Teach-
ing, Medical Response and Special Operations Team in
the first Gulf War and served as Director of the De-
pleted Uranium Assessment Project from 1994 to 1995.
In these capacities, he was tasked with preparing sol-
diers to deal with chemical, nuclear or biological at-
tacks. He also developed an instruction curriculum for
responding to such weapons including Depleted
Uranium, health effects and environmental clean-up.
Rokke’s expertise is augmented by his own exposure to
DU suffered during the Persian Gulf War.

During these years Rokke became increasingly
concerned about Depleted Uranium weapons use by
the U.S. and it allies because of the serious health
problems soldiers and civilians were experiencing in
Kosovo, Iraq, and Vieques, Puerto Rico. When he
raised his voice to point out the problems -- to
whistleblow -- the Army ignored his concerns and
Roklke lost his job. He began teaching at Jacksonville
State University in Alabama and continued his activist
campaign to educate the public about DU, to pressure
Congress to aid DU-exposed, sick Persian Gulf War
Veterans, and to force the U.S. to take responsibility for
DU use around the world which has left behind con-
taminated people and lands.
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Doug Rokke to Speak on DU Dangers

Public talks by Dr. Doug Rokke
“Depleted Uranium: Health & Human Effects.”
Tues., April 11, 11 am-12:30 pm, Kiva, Northampton
Community College, Bethlehem.
Wed., April 12, Noon-1 pm, Gagnon Hall, 100 Hugel
Science Center, Lafayette College, Easton.
Wed., April 12, 4-5 pm, Packer Memorial Chapel, Lehigh
University, Bethlehem.

Wed., April 12, 7 pm, Unitarian Universalist Church of
the Lehigh Valley, 424 Center St., Bethlehem. Sponsored
by the Church, the Sierra Club, and LEPOCO.

He will also speak for some classes at Moravian College
and other opportunities are welcomed. Please call
Suzanne Marshall at 610-882-0769 to make arrangements.

Doug Rokke works with the Massachusetts-based
Traprock Peace Center, Veterans for Peace, and other
organizations to present scholarly papers on the DU
issue, give speeches to the public, peace groups, en-
vironmental groups, and medical professionals. He has
spoken throughout the world, including before both
houses of the British Parliament and at the United
Nations, in his passijonate effort to halt the use of DU
weapons and end war. Rokke believes, “It’s a crime
against humanity to use uranium munitions in a war,
and it’s devastating to ignore the consequences of war.”

(continued on page 2)

March for Peace in |
New York on April 29

Saturday, April 29t United for Peace and Justice,
RainbowPUSH Coalition, National Organization for
Women, Friends of the Earth, U.S. Labor Against the
War, Climate Crisis Coalition, Peoples” Hurricane Relief
Fund, National Youth and Student Peace Coalition and
Veterans For Peace are calling us to New York City to
March for Peace, Justice and Democracy. Their call says
there is “too much wrong in this county. We have a
foreign policy that is foreign to our core values and
domestic policies wreaking havoc at home. The times
are urgent and we must act.”

The demands of the demonstration include: No
more never-ending oil wars; Protect our civil liberties
and immigrant rights; End illegal spying, government
éorruption and the subversion of our democracy;
Rebuild cur communities, starting with the Gulf Coast;
Stop corporate subsidies and tax cuts for the wealthy
while ignoring our basic needs; Act now to reverse the
climate crisis and end the war on nature.

We all need to be there, if at all possible. Unfortu-
nately, due to many spring trips, so far we have been
unable to find a bus to charter from the Lehigh Valley
for April 29%, We hope this will change. But we are
considering car/van pooling and resources to help small
groups travel together to the City by public transporta-
tion. If you want ta march in NYC on April 29, please
complete the coupon on the back page of the newsletter
or call us (610-691-8730) or e-mail us (lepoco@fast.net)
with the same information.




I{ay Krone’s Story Breught strength seemed to me to be his own personality.

Somewhere along the way Ray was able to turn his

to Loc al SChOOlS private hell into opportunity and motivation. Some-
where along the way he chose to look forward instead
in an Arizona prison, three of them on death row, for a of backward. Since his release Ray has devoted him-
murder he did not commit. In 2002 Ray was exoner- self to ending the death penalty and spreading the
ated by DNA evidence. On Feb. 22 and 23 he told his word that our justice system needs to find a way to
story to more than 550 people while speaking at : purge itself of the individuals who abuse the power
Moravian Academy, Muhlenberg College, Lehigh entrusted to them. Ray’s message was two-fold:
University, and Moravian College. ABOLISH thfe death penalty and TAKE ACTION for
Ray’s story commanded his audiences’ complete what you bel.leve in to help make a better world.
attention. It’s the story of an innocent citizen, with no The anti-death penalty actions listed in the
prior record of any kind, being convicted of murder February LEPOCO newsletter are still actionable.
and sentenced to death, because police investigators Your state reps need to know you want a moratorium
and prosecutors focused so determinedly on securing a NQW; that you SUP POR:I' HB 1410 (pre-trial determi-
timely arrest and conviction that they repeatedly dis- nation of mfental retardation in capital cases), HB 1473
missed whatever corroborated Ray’s innocence. Ray’s {(compensation for the wrongly convicted), HB 2366
case shares many of the elements too common to (expungement of record for the wrongly convicted), SB
exonerees’ stories: shoddy police work, prosecutorial 631 (pre-trial determination of mental retardation), SB
mishandling of evidence, lack of evidence, a lone 1069 (Innocence Commission biil). The next meeting

“expert” witness, discounted by all other experts, but f’f the Lehigh V?lley Committee Against State Killing
paid big bucks to back the prosecution’s version of is Tuesday, April 25 at 8:30 am, at the LEPOCO Peace
Center. For more information on any of the above

Ray Krone, a Pennsylvania native, spent 10 years

events.
How does anyone survive such institutionalized contact David Rose at 610-253-2577 or Maria Weick at
injustice? Ray credits the fact that his family and 610-346-8793. ]
friends never doubted his innocence. But Ray’s real - Maria Weick
L et > . - - environment, where will the children come from? The
Depar tment Of P eace children won't be there. War has become obsolete....”
There is a great (and growing ) movement for peace ; - Suzanne Marshall
in the U.S. that LEPOCO people should know about and Source for quotes: “The War Against Ourselves,” by Doug Rokke and
take part in. Itis led by Congressman Dennis Kucinich An Interview with Major Doug Rokke by Sunny Miller in Yes!
of Ohio who is proposing a Department of Peace in the Magazine (Spring 2003).
President’s Cabinet. His House Bill 3760 is supported
by Senate Bill 1756 introduced by Senator Mark Dayton
of Minnesota. Newsletter of LEPOCO
The primary function of a Department of Peace will Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern

313 West Fourth Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730

fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org
e-mail: lepoco@fast.net

be to research, articulate and facilitate nonviolent solu-
tions to domestic and international conflicts.

Walter Cronkite says this: “It’s not a matter of sim-
ply getting another Department of government. You are
speaking of an entire philosophical revolution. It would

create a massive, basic change in the entire approach to The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times alyear by the .
3 5 3 ” Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Coricern, a non-violent, non-profit
our relatlonShlps WIt!‘ other h.umans' organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
For lots of great information to www.thepeace Annual dues are:
alliance. main. ) g : : Regular Member. . .. .......... $25
alliance.org/main.htm. Let's get behind this effort for Lo Income Member + - -0 % 5
PEACE! Household Membership . ....... $30
-Tom Lloyd Supporting Member . . . ........ $50

Articles/news should be submitted by the third Wednesday of the
month for use in the following month's newsletter.

Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Peter Crownfield, Fran Dreisbach,
Arlene Grow, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd, Bob Riggs. Tom Stinnett,

D R k t S k Joan Stolz, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion Thorne, Jeff Vitelli,
O ug O e O P e a — Hans Wuerth and Ursula Wuerth.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the newsletter

{continued from page 1) each month.
While presenting talks around the country, Rokke LEPOCO Steering Committee: Dan Acker {co-treas.), Ellen Buck,
"uys . d o . . ; Peter Christine, Peter Crownfield (ex-officio), Robert Daniels,
says, I'm reminded that some rEhglor‘S believe that ‘a Julius Iwantsch {co-treasurer), Holly Kent, Sigourney LaBarre,
child will lead us to peace.” But if we contaminate the Mike Lawton (ex-officio}, Janet Ney, Sue Ravitz, and Nancy Tate
{ex-officio).
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On Saturday, April 22nd LTEPOCO will host the
third annual Youth Peacemaker Training (YPT) at the
Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting House in Bethlehem.
YPT is a nonviolence training that aims to empower
youth to make real change - in their personal lives, in
their school and community, and in the larger world.
This program offers students the unique opportunity
to spend one full day learning about and discussing
ways they can resist violence and make significant
social change with other like-minded individuals. The
best part? Youth Peacemaker Training is organized for
students, by students. So you'll be learning from your
peers, who share your same concerns and aspirations.

If you love peace, and are concerned about food
justice, globalization, and students’ rights (among
many other current issues!) then YPT just might be the
perfect addition to your calendar!

The training will run from 9 am until 4 pm and is
open to all interested high school youth. For more
information, and to pre-register, please contact
LEPOCO Peace Center. The registration box on the
back page of this newsletter may also be used. Please
mail promptly.

- Sarah Weick

Joe DeRaymond To Begin
Three-Month Prison Term _

First, I would like to thank everyone who has con-
tributed to the FOR Colombia Peace Program. My
decision to cross the line at Fort Benning, and submit
to a prison sentence is directly related to my experience
with the Peace Community of San José de Apartadé as
a FOR volunteer. FOR provides crucial support to the
Community. Thanks also for personal contributions,
and equally, personal expressions of support.

Between April 11 and July 8, my address will be:
Joseph DeRaymond, #92569-020, FCI Schuylkill
Satellite Camp, P.O. Box 670, Minersville, PA 17954.
Do not send money or stamps. Books must come from
the publisher, magazines and newspapers may be sent
by personal mail.

If you would like to visit, please write me with
your address and contact information, and I will put
you on my visitor’s list. Everyone who visits must first
be investigated by the Bureau of Prisons, a process that
takes about 30 days. Visiting hours are 8 am-3pm
weekends, only.

Naed Smith, a co-defendant from Harrisburg, will
also be at the Schuylkill Camp. The various develop-
ments with prisoners are on the School of Americas
Watch website, www.soaw.org.

Representative Dent still has not agreed to vote
for or co-sponsor HR-1217, a bill to investigate and
either close or reform the SOA/WHISC. Letters or calls
to his office to urge him to close this terrorist training
school in the heart of the homeland are needed.

- Joe DeRaymond

Join Us on the
“Paths To Peace” this July

You know that CHANCE card in Monopoly with
the little guy knocking on the door and the big lettered
“OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS” letting you know some-
thing good is just ahead? Well, the information about
Peace Camp that is in this newsletter is YOUR chance
card. And when you make the decision to be a teen or
adult volunteer at this year’s Peace Camp you are guar-
anteed to find many good things ahead. Those “good
things,” according to the evaluations that last year's
volunteers filled out, ranged from “enjoying a joyous,
peaceful atmosphere” to “feeling glad to be a role
model” to “relating to others -- young and old -- in a
respectful way.”

"~ You might like to know that this year’s planning
group for Peace Camp includes eight people who were
new to camp last year. That 2005 week-long experience
was so positive and powerful that we all felt we
wanted to use our energies to continue this summer
opportunity where “young people (are) making peace.”
That's a pretty great way to spend the week of July 24-
28, 2006. Plus you get to learn the Moose song!

What's keeping you? Sign up! (See the enclosed
volunteer form that will help you let us know what
you would like to do at Peace Camp.) An early sign-up
would help us plan even more effectively. Thanks!

© Cyndy Hasz

Tax Day
. Monday, April 17..£.,

i Help leaflet at a local post office with the informative |

i War Resisters League “pie-chart” flyer. This flyer has |
details about the real amount of cur tax dollars going !

: for the military and war.

| Please call 610-691-8730 or complete the coupon on the

| back page of this newsletter to sign up for a time and a I

i place to help with leafleting on Monday, April17. |
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