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“Voices of Experience” Tour
to Visit Easton

The gripping personal stories of murder victim
family members and their journey from anger to recon-
ciliation and forgiveness will be presented on Monday
evening, May 5%, at the First Presbyterian Church,
Spring Garden Street, in Easton, at 7 pm.

Rev. Walter Fverett’s son, Scott, was killed in 1987,
and since then Rev. Everett has committed himself to
sharing the story of his experience, the importance of
restorative justice to help in healing the injury, and the
numerous ways that the current system, with its promise
of more violence as a response, fails to help the victims
of crime.

Bess Klassen-Landis was only 13-years-old when
her mother was murdered. This year is the 40t anniver-
sary of her death and Bess has taken the year to share
her story of healing and forgiveness.

This appearance is part of a series of speaking en-
gagements throughout Pennsylvania arranged by the
Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
and is called “Voices of Experience.” The Lehigh Valley
Committee Against State Killing (L.V.-CASK) is the
local sponsor. You are urged to attend.

While the program at First Presbyterian in Easton is
their only public event Rev. Everett and Ms. Klassen-
Landis will also speak at a local prison, for a minister’s
meeting and for a college gathering,.

Several students at Lehigh University

have focused on death penalty issues in their classes
this semester. They have held several programs (see
related story on page 6 written by one of those students)
and will be offering their perspectives on why they
became involved in working on the death penalty and
what they have gotten out of the experience at a4 pm,
forum/teach-in on Monday, April 20, in Maginnes
Hall, Room 101, at the university in south Bethlehem.

The students are Calvin Smiley, Luke Miller,
Jackie Scully and Claire Sullivan. The public is in-
vited to attend their program. :

Several older members of L.V.-CASK have been
working with these students.

One Lehigh student, Kristen Dalton, an intern at
The Morning Call, wrote about the death penalty and
the efforts of the other Lehigh students in the
Wednesday, April 8 edition of the paper.
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Training:
Saturday, April 25 A4

The Association of Students Advocating Peace
(ASAP), will be hosting the 6t annual Youth Peace-
maker Training on April 25t The Youth Peacemaker
Training is al all-day activism workshop created for and
by highschoolers.

The training will feature a nonviolence training
activity, a talk by Bethlehem City council member Karen
Dolan about getting your voice heard in local govern-
ment, and (perhaps most importantly) a free vegan
lunch.

The bulk of the day will be spent in small group
workshops. Participants will be able to choose
workshops on a wide variety of topics including: the
Obama administration, discrimination, the local food
movement, advertising and the media, and the
environment.

Besides the exciting activities planned for the day,
the Youth Peacemaker Training is simply a great ’
opportunity for progressive teens to meet like-minded
peers from around the Valley and discuss the important
issues of today.

The training will run from 9 am to 4 pm-ish, and
will be held at the Lehigh Valley Friends Meetinghouse,
outside Bethlehem on Rt. 512, about %2 mile north of Rt.
22. Space is limited, so contact the LEPOCO Office
today to reserve your spot!

Peace Camp is quite possibly the most fulfilling five
days of every year of my young adulthood.
- Nathaniel Shaffer, writing in June 2008 about his
experience as a teen helper at Peace Camp.

Nathaniel Shaffer’s powerful words are a reminder of
the joys and opportunities of Peace Camp 2009. You will
find enclosed with this newsletter a registration form to be -
completed for peace campers and a Volunteer Interest Form
to be completed by teens or adults who would like to help
with Peace Camp. (More copies of each form are available from
LEPOCO or at www.lepoco.org.)

The Peace Camp Planning Committee is busy making
all the arrangements for this summer’s event. Help is wel-
comed. For more information, please call LEPOCO at 610-
691-8730 or talk with Donna Hartmann or Diane Dilendik,
leaders of the planning for this year.

....................................................................................



Veterans For Peace, Lehigh Valley

Thomas Paine Chapter, Report—

At a past meeting the Lehigh Valley Chapter 152
VEP voted to identify itself further as the Thomas Paine
Chapter, Veterans For Peace. Beyond Paine’s role as a
major creative force in the America Revolution, Chapter
152 selected him in recognition of his service as a Con-
tinental foot soldier.

. Appropriately, members of the Chapter vigiled at
Center Square, Allentown on January 29, the anniver-
sary of Paine’s birth. Leaflets pertaining to Paine’s life,
as well as the occupation of Iraq, were passed out. Also,
a part of the action was a spirited debate with elements
of the Allentown Police Department regarding such is-
sues as the right to peaceful assembly.

Earlier this year the local VFP sent a letter signed
by most of its members to President Obama urging him
to do all in his power to effect a cessation of our military
involvement in Iraq and to seek a negotiated settlement
to the hostilities in Afghanistan.

On January 28t Louise Legun, VFP chapter coordi-
nator, hosted a program on public radio station WDIY.
Her guest was Debra Hedding who was Military Public
Affairs Officer for the U.S. Central Command during
Operation Desert Storm in 1991. Ms. Hedding spoke of
the disenchantment she began to feel regarding the
military due to several factors, among them the failure
of air security during the events of September 11, 2001,
and the lack of a connection between those events and
the eventual U.S. actions directed toward Iraq. She con-
cluded her remarks by expressing the belief that the

anti-war movement needs to seek grassroots funding to
(continued on page 8)

Visiting the Army Experience Center

In the sprawling Franklin Mills Mall just outside
Philadelphia the U.S. Army has opened a $12 million
Army Experience Center which invites customers 13 and
older to play video games.

On President’s Day various peace groups converged
on.the Center to express displeasure in the Army’s tac-
tics. The groups included Veterans for Peace, Iraq
Veterans Against the War, Vietnam Veterans Against
War, the Granny Peace Brigade, and the Brandywine
Peace Community. The main theme of the protest was
“War Is Not A Game!”

The group first covered their provocative clothing
to enter the center without questions. Some members of
the group applied for a card enabling them to play the
video games. Some of the games featured the operator
in a helicopter shooting at civilians on the ground and
others showed spilled blood.

The recruiters staffing the Center dressed in jog-
ging suits to convey being regular people. Their entice-
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ments include job training (combat jobs cannot be used
in civilian life), character development, comradeship
and education benefits as a result of enlisting. However,
the downside is not mentioned or is down-played. This
includes sleep deprivation, inadequate armor and equip-
ment, lack of pure drinking water, heat or cold, hostile
stares from frightened civilians, and above all veteran
suicides, crippling wounds and death. Due to inade-
quate funding of the Veterans Administration many
veterans face difficulties in getting continued medical
care,

After scouting the Center, the protestors bared their
logos and froze in position. Security was called and
threatened the group with arrest if they did not leave.

Phil Reiss and I arrived late. I had on a cap, “U.S.
Army Veteran,” and was met with smiles while I looked
at the games played by the few teenagers present. The
one combat game I observed had a soldier shooting at
targets in a village. On my way out I bared my t-shirt,
“Stop the War,” and tried to make eye contact with the
recruiters with little success. -

Hopefully the media publicized the protest and the
existence of the Center to Philadelphia area residents.

- John R. Zachmann

Editor’s Note: Another demonstration at the Army Experience Center
is set for May 27, It is being planned by several Mid-Atlantic region
peace groups. Contact LEPOCO if you are interested in attending.
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Popcorn & Politics

Friday, May 1st, 2009, 7 pm: EI Norte

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big écreen at thé LEPOCO Peace Center.

A brother and sister flee persecution at home in Guatemala and journey north, through
Mexico and on to the United States, with the dream of starting a new life. A work of social
realism imbued with dreamlike imagery, "El Norte" is a lovingly rendered, heartbreaking
story of hope and survival. Directed by Gregory Nava. 139 minutes. 1983.
Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Friday, June 5%, 2009, 7 pm: The Thin Red Line

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Filin projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Francois Truffaut, the noted French New Wave filmmaker, once declared that no war film can
be truly anti-war, because it inevitably presents "an energy and order which appears
appealing." It's a shame that he did not live to see director Terrence Malick's classic, set
during the Guadalcanal campaign of World War II. Not only an anti-war film, but a haunting
exploration of the meanings of life, death, and conflict, as seen through the eyes of a group of
disenchanted soldiers. 170 minutes. 1998,

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Tax Day 2009: War Is Not Over

As this newsletter is in process, plans are in un-
derway for handing out the War Resisters League “Cut
the Military Budget” flyer at local post offices on Tax
Day, April 15. Below you see one of the charts and
quotes from that flyer.

€8 A nation that continues year after
year to spend more money on military
defense than on programs of social uplif
is approaching spiritual death.??
—-MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

'not including iraq/Afghan. costs; see “America’s Defense Meltdown,” cdl.org

2over 2 to 3 years, 74% to be spent by Sept. 2010

Jincluding DoD, Dok nuclear weapons, 30% Homeland Security retirement, miticary activities
af ather agencies { WRL analysis)

“coads, water systems, bridges, dams, mass transit. schoolis, etc. (American Society of Civil
Engineers,asce.org)

tr ions without d on, reparted by Defense Sec. Rumsfeld, 9/10/01. "With
good financial oversight we could find $48 billion in Joose change in thac building, without
having to hit the taxpayers.” (Retired Vice Admiral Jack Shanahan comment to CBS)

While the Tea Party actions locally and nationally
on Tax Day (see The Morning Call, 4/8/09) will protest fed-
eral spending for jobs, housing and the environment
(all very much needed in the present economy) we are like-
1y to hear nary a word from them about the bloated
spending for wars (past and current): 51% of the federal
budget in recent years.

And while congressional friends of military con-
tractors make protestations about cuts, the Obama
Administration is really proposing to raise the largest
military budget in history (the Bush Administration’s

military budget for FY 2009) by $21 billion for FY 2010,
plus they are seeking a $75.5 billion supplemental for
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan. While the proposed
FY 2010 budget does cut some “unneeded,” expensive
weapons systems, it increases other projects like
drones (filling the skies with what one writer calls “round-
the-clock assassins.”)

The public and Congress should leap toward Rep.
Barney Frank’s proposal to cut 25% in military spend-
ing. As he says, “I don’t understand why... building a
road, building a school, helping somebody get health
care, that’s wasteful spending, but that war in Iraq...is
going to cost us over $1 trillion before we're through.”

If you did not get a Tax Day pie chart and would like
a copy please contact LEPOCO. See www.unitedforpeace
.org, to learn more about the national campaign to cut mil-
itary spending.

- Nancy C. Tate

Veteran to Speak on Middle East

On Monday, April 27, at 7 pm, the Thomas Paine
L.V. Chapter of Veterans for Peace will sponsor a talk
by Chris McIntosh, who served as an infantry Marine in
Iraq and is now working with Veterans for American
Interests in Israel-Palestine (a project of the American
Association for Palestinian Equal Rights Foundation). His
talk will be about his understanding of the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, and the link between our nation’s se-
curity and our government’s response to the conflict.

The talk will be held at the Lehigh Valley Friends
Meetinghouse on Rt. 512, about Y2 mile north of Rt. 22.
The public is invited. For more information call Louise
Legun, VFP chapter president, at 610-437-5314.
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