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Remembering Hiroshima:
Saying No More Nuclear Weapons

As long as the nuclear cult exists, as long as the belief is sus-
tained that nuclear weapons bestow status, strength and
security, the pressure to join the club will be irresistible... In
the long term, there are only two alternatives: allow the
possession of nuclear weapons to all states that desire them,
or deny them to all states by eliminating nuclear weapons.

- Joseph Rotblat, 1993

On Thursday, August 6, 2009, the 64 anniversary
of the atomic bombing by the U.S. of Hiroshima, Japan,
we will take our witness against nuclear weapons and
for peace, to the Musikfest “free speech zone.” Starting
at 7:30 pm, we will stand with banners and hand out a
small leaflet to the throngs that walk through the “free

speech zone” (located on the bridge across the Monocacy Creek on
the part of Main Street, Bethlehem, that curves around Foy Concert
Hall and the other buildings that are part of the south campus of

Moravian College; down the hill from Central Moravian Church). As
dusk arrives we will light candles and stand in vigil un-
til 9 pm. You are invited to join us for this public pre-
sence organized by the Nuclear Abolition Sisters of
LEPOCO.

Also: We hope to do some leafleting about peace issues
at Musikfest on other days. If you can help at any time
please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730.

Is Single-Payer Health Care Coming Soon
to Pennsylvania? A Forum on a Common
Sense Solution to the Healthcare Crisis

We're learning again this summer that the for-profit
health industry has the very powerful ability to take care
of its own interests at the expense of the real healthcare
to which everyone should have access.

There are citizens groups working hard to change
this sad situation. Among those groups is Healthcare
For All Pennsylvania. As part of the work of LEPOCO’S
Ad Hoc Committee on the Economic Crisis we have
invited Chuck Pennacchio, Executive Director of Health-
care for All Pennsylvania, to speak for a public forum on
Wednesday, August 12, at 7 pm, in Room 605 (there is easy
access by elevator), at the Fowler Family Southside Center,
part of Northampton Community College, 511 East
Third St., south Bethlehem (part of the old Bethlehem Steel
offices). Please join us and invite others to join us for this
important discussion.

Also: Contact LEPOCO at 610-691-8730 if you would
like to join the Ad Hoc Committee on the Economic
Crisis in their ongoing study and discussion.
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Reflections from a Visit to the War
Zone That Is Gaza

When I was growing up, my parents instilled in me
the knowledge that Jews were hard working people who
would not stand for injustice. My Jewish education
taught me that Jews were obliged to fight against dis-
crimination and other wrongs whenever they occurred.
And we met discrimination ourselves. Growing up in
Pen Argyl, my uncle, brother and I were the only non-
Christians in the school system. A friend asked to see
my horns. It was difficult.

When I was 13, my grandmother took me on a pil-
grimage with Hadassah (the Zionist Woman’s Organiza-
tion) to Israel in 1956. I remember the wonderful feel-
ings I had traveling around this new exciting pioneer

state. This land opened its doors to people who had sur-
vived the Holocaust, to people who had been banished
from their homes because they were Jews. The United
States and other countries did not let these refugees en-
ter their borders but, in essence, gave them a small piece
of land on which they could resettle. It was a time of
hope and passionate belief in how special Israel was and
would become. I grew up believing that a people who
had no land were given a land that had no people.

I am heartbroken and appalled by what Israel, the
land I loved, is doing in Gaza today. As part of a 13 per-
son UN Relief/CODEPINK delegation in late May 2009,
I witnessed physical and psychological damage from the
Israeli occupation of Gaza. Israel had been blockading
Gaza -- by air, sea, and land -- for years, before this re-
cent December to January assault. The years-long block-
ade itself threatened the lives of adults and children.
Most Gazans were unable to get medication or go to hos-
pitals. Think of what your life would be like without
ordinary items such as fabric, thread, needles, candles,
matches, mattresses, blankets, cutlery, glasses, musical
instruments, books, tea, coffee, chocolate, crayons, cloth-
ing and shoes. These have not been allowed legally into
the Gaza Strip for years. People in Gaza essentially live
in a prison colony.

Yes, Hamas sent rockets into nearby cities. And yes,

these rockets violated international law since they were
(continued on page 2
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(continued from page 1)
were aimed at civilians. Israel returned with sophisti-
cated weapons and an all-out assault on areas densely
populated with Palestinian civilians, killing over 1400
people, including many children. Thirteen Israeli sol-
diers were killed during the December-January bomb-
ing. The number of deaths is disproportionate for Is-
rael’s claim to be acting in self-defense.

During the December assault, the residents of Gaza
were told to go to safe areas. We met families who
thought they were in “safe” areas. One grandfather of a
family we met was killed instantly when a white phos-
phorous bomb came through the roof of his home. The
mother in the same family, sitting near him, was serious-
ly injured. When friends tried to drive her by tractor to
a hospital she was killed by Israeli solders. Her three-
year-old daughter, now motherless, has scars over both
legs and a three-inch white phosphorous burn around
her middle. This same quiet child clings to a teenage
relative, afraid to leave him even for a minute. They
learned that there are no safe areas in Gaza.

We also met fishermen who fear Israeli gunboats
because they are kidnapped and shot at while trying to
make a living. These kidnapped fishermen are either
taken to Israeli jails or returned to Gaza with their
equipment and boats ruined. Palestinian farmers are in
a similar situation. The Israelis recently built automated
(soldierless) watchtowers along the border that open up
and fire machine guns into Gaza when activated. The
week before I arrived the Israelis dropped flyers on
communities near the borders, telling the people that
they would be shot at if they were within 300 meters,
nearly a fifth of a mile, of the border. Gaza is about 25
miles long and between three and seven miles wide. 1.5
million people live in this small land. The new no
man’s land Israel has created further reduces the area for
living and farming in Gaza.

We met with an organization of young college stu-
dents and recent graduates. Many youths had to forfeit
scholarships to study abroad because they were not al-
lowed to exit Gaza via either the Egyptian or the Israeli
borders. They asked us to put them in contact with
young people around the world, since they are barred
from studying abroad.

The destruction we saw from the recent assault was
severe. In addition to bombed out schools, hospitals,
police and fire stations and of course homes, we saw
destroyed cement factories among the ruins. Gaza can
no longer make its own cement and not one bag of ce-
ment is allowed into Gaza through the Egyptian or Is-
raeli crossings. Families whose homes were bombed
now must live in bare tents, without even cots.

We must do more to get both sides to stop the hos-
tilities, What Israel is doing in Gaza is horrible beyond
any words that I can express. So that we can all live in a
more peaceful world, there must be a just resolution to
the Israel/Palestine conflict. The killing must stop.
Peace with justice must reign in our world.
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Since Hamas won the 2006 elections, the Israelis
have laid siege against Gaza. We in the United States
have provided the wherewithal for this campaign. From
2003 to 2007 our aid to Israel averaged $2.8 billion per
year. We must help to terminate these violations of in-
ternational law, not encourage their persistence.

Our media is not sending us true accounts of what
is happening in Gaza. It is hard to believe that if poli-
ticians actually saw what is going on there, they would
continue to fund Israel’s military actions in Gaza. I was
horrified to see bomb fragments that were clearly con-
nected to the United States. Our tax money helped to
fund the devastation of Gaza.

What can we, as U.S. citizens, do to change this?
Encourage elected officials and others to travel to Gaza
and talk to ordinary people who hope to lead ordinary
lives but suffer attacks and privations. We must let our
representatives know that we do not want our money to
continue supporting a government that attacks and kills
civilians, a government that traumatizes and embitters
the lives of survivors and a new generation. The contin-
ued hostilities directed toward Gaza undermine any
hope of stability in the Middle East and the world.

- Joyce Ravitz

Editor’s Note: For other reports and updates from the
delegation please see www.vivagaza.org.
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Popcorn / Potluck & Politics

Friday, August 7, 7 pm: Johnny Got His Gun
Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Blacklisted screenwriter Dalton Trumbo directs this film adaptation of his own classic anti-war novel.
After a mortar shell leaves his body mangled on the final day of World War I, Joe Bonham lies trapped
in a hospital bed, a fully conscious quadruple amputee who cannot speak, hear, or see, left to wander
within his own mind between his harsh reality and memories of a happier life long gone.

106 minutes. 1971.

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Friday, September 4", 7 pm: Gandhi My Father
Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Beautifully photographed on location in India and South Africa, this dramatic film looks at the
tumultuous relationship between Mohandas "Mahatma" Gandhi and his troubled son Harilal. A rare
glimpse at the personal struggles of the man revered in India as the "Father of the Nation" and the toll it
cost his family. Directed by Feroz Abbas Khan.

In Hindu, Gujarati, and English with English subtitles. 135 minutes. 2007.

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

I'll Drink to That!!

I have been asked to write a regular column regarding all
things environmental, I am honored to do so, This month I
am focusing on the timely issue of bottled water. However, I
would appreciate any suggestions for future articles.

What could be more essential to the survival of
human life than the availability of free, clean water?
We use water to bathe, cook, clean, grow crops and of
course, to drink. In these hot summer months there is
nothing more refreshing that an ice-cold drink of wa-
ter. But before you drink another bottle, stop to con-
sider the ramifications on the health of your body and
the health of the planet.

Reports released on July 8, 2009, by both the Envi-
ronmental Working Group (EWG) and the Govern-
ment Accountability Office expressed concern over the
safety of bottled water. Studies done by EWG showed
higher levels of contaminants in bottled water than
that allowed in tap water. More information can be
found at www.ewg.org.

According to the Container Recycling Institute U.S.
citizens use over 34 billion single serving water bottles
every year. Only about 20% of these are recy-cled.
That leaves billions of bottles going to landfills.

A hidden cost to our precious home is the amount
of fuel associated with transporting bottled water. Ac-
cording to www . fastcompany.com: “About 1 billion
bottles of water a week are moved around in ships,
trains and trucks, in the United States alone. That's a
weekly convoy equivalent to 37,800 eighteen-wheelers
delivering water.” All this fuel is needlessly con-
sumed on an essential element that can be obtained
from the tap for a fraction of the price.

At www.treehugger.com an article by Lloyd Alter
uses a case study of Fiji bottled water to demonstrate
that it actually takes nearly seven times more water to

produce a bottle of water than the bottle itself actually
holds. The article states that, ironically, nearly half of
the inhabitants of Fiji lack access to clean water.

Lastly, recent events in and around the Lehigh
Valley have led to water restrictions on ordinary citi-
zens while the for-profit industry sucks aquifers dry.
This water is sold with a nearly 20-fold markup, ac-
cording to the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom.

By now you are probably wondering what you
can do about all this. Well the answer is as easy as
turning on your tap. A reusable water bottle to carry
along on your travels seems like a small step toward
solving such a large problem, but it really can save
some green in our world and some green in your wal-
let.

- Michelle Mecham
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The “Mimi’s 70!” Dance for Peace Party

Don’t miss the party event of the summer to cele-
brate the 70% birthday of our own Mimi Lang and to
raise money for LEPOCO (admission donations are re-
quested in numbers that begin or end in “7”; $7, $17, $27
...$70). Popular DJ and peace activist, Evan Hoffman,
will “spin” the lively dance music of many generations
to raise our hopes for a better and happier world for
all. The party will be at Mimi’s home on Saturday,
August 1, 7-10 pm. Please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730
for directions and to help facilitate planning. You are
also asked to bring a beverage or favorite snack/dessert

to share.
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Perspective on Iran

Attendees at the June meeting of the Lehigh Valley
Peace Coalition were given special insight on the recent
election and postelection demonstrations in Iran when
Faramarz Farbod came to share his thoughts. The Iran-
ian born adjunct professor of political science at Mora-
vian College was able to provide both an enlightening
overview as well as a personal account of a nation ap-
parently at odds with itself.

Faramarz provided a historical context for the dem-
onstrations that took place following the June 12t elec-
tions. He explained that within the very name of the
country, “Islamic Republic of Iran,” there exists an irre-
concilable paradox -- that being between the unelected,
“divinely” appointed, theocratic leadership (the “Islam-
ic” in Islamic Republic), and the elected, more partici-
patory aspects of government (the Republic). To those
two conflicting elements Faramarz added a third factor
to understanding Iran: the increasing militarization of
politics and economics. The post 9/11 policies of the
U.S. in the Middle East (President Bush naming Iran as
part of the “Axis of Evil” being an overt example) set
the stage for the election of Ahmadinejad and the as-
cendancy of a hyper-national security state with ties to
the conservative religious rulers of the Guardian Coun-
cil. Theomilitarism, one might say. This was a severe
blow to the more moderate reformists working on em-
phasizing the more representative elements of the Is-
lamic Republic.

Still, in the years since Ahmadinejad’s election in
2005 a heterogeneous social movement for democratic
change in Iran survived, and gained a momentum that
manifested itself in the streets following the June 12t
elections. Many Iranians saw the election as an oppor-
tunity to push for democratic change, improved rela-
tions with the world, and better management of the eco-
nomy. The postelection state repression has forced
Iranians to take a stand, either with theocracy or demo-
cracy. Though it may be hard to see the bloody clamp-
down on dissent and protest as a plus for democracy ad-
vocates, Faramarz cautions us to keep the long-term
view in mind. Violent repression is a sign of despera-
tion. In the short-term theomilitarism may trump theo-
republicanism, but given the overcoming of passivity
and the dramatic clarification of positions in the Iranian
public there is hope. In Faramarz’s words, “Indeed, I
am inclined to say that if the regime persists in moving
toward theomilitarism, more and more segments of the
public may abandon theorepublicanism altogether in
favor of republicanism, a secular republic.”

Faramarz said President Obama’s role and the role
of the United States could be to recognize the social
movement developing in Iran and take the war option
that the Bush administration clung to “off the table.”
This could diffuse the thuggish behavior of the baton
wielding regime, bringing further light to the repres-
sion, and empowering the reformist movement for
change.

- robert Daniels II
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Editor’'s Note: To view Faramarz Farbod’s writings please visit
www.zmag. ory/zspace/faramarzfarbod. For further updates on
the situation in Iran please see www.tehranbureau.com and
www.link tv.org/mosaic

ISAASASEAEE0000!

Thomas Paine Chapter, Report

On May 25t the Lehigh Valley Veterans For Peace
participated in the United Veterans of Bethlehem Me-
morial Day parade. As has been the case in previous
years, response to the group was positive, at times en-
thusiastically so. Tentative plans are in the works for
VEP having its own Memorial Day observance next
year.

For the most recent Veterans For Peace radio pro-
gram on station WDIY Louise Legun was to conduct a
telephone interview with Aaron Hughes, a former
Army sergeant and Iraq Veterans Against the War
member. Technical difficulties precluded the interview
from taking place and Judy Woodruff, VFP co-treasurer,
ably filled in on no notice to discuss Mr. Hughes’s at-
tempts at reconciliation with the Iraqi people including
a personal return to Iraq.

In conjunction with the Social Action Committee
of the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Val-
ley, Veterans For Peace sponsored a talk by Cindy
Sheehan on June 231, Ms. Sheehan, whose son Casey
was killed in Iraq in 2004, has been a committed and
outspoken critic of U.S. military policies in Iraq. A sig-
nificant part of her talk, delivered with energy and hu-
mor, pertained to her recently published book “Myth
America: Ten Greatest Myths of the Robber Class and
the Case for Revolution.” Ms. Sheehan spoke of the ex-
istence of an elite class which manipulates the “robbed
class” in pursuit of its own interests, at the cost of live-
lihood and lives of that lower class. She enumerated
the myths put forth toward that end: “America is the
greatest nation in the universe; elections matter; the
center is where we live and breathe; it’s noble to die in
Robber Class wars; the Federal Reserve system cares
about you; it’s a privilege to pay taxes to the Robber
Class; health care, quality education, housing, and
healthy food are also privileges; America has a free
press; environment, who needs it; and, 19 Muslims with
box cutters caused 9/11.” Ms. Sheehan offered hope for
redress by the Robbed Class through organization and
mutual concern at the community level, adding that lit-
tle actions have more effect than big actions.

Upcoming events planned for VFP include an ex-
panded hour-long radio program with a different for-
mat on July 30%, from 6-7pm, on WDIY Bethlehem, as
well as having a booth at the Coopersburg Days Festi-
val on September 19,

- Paul Fichter

Videos of Cindy Sheehan’s talk “Myth America” can be found
at LEPOCQO’s YouTube site, www.youtube.com/rhubarbdooin.







