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Peace Activism in a Time
of Imperial Ambition

Of Noam Chomsky, the New York Times wrote,
“He is a global phenomenon, perhaps the most widely
read voice on foreign policy on the planet.”

On March 18t%, Dr. Chomsky will be LEPOCO's
Annual Dinner speaker at Wesley United Methodist
Church in Bethlehem. Joining us in honor of our 40th
anniversary celebration, Chomsky will assess the
struggle for peace and justice in our troubled world.
Because we face so many uncertainties and a multitude
of struggles, the activist and peacemalker is often left
asking whether there is hope for peace and justice.
Just having Professor Chomsky with us to share his
insights will bring a measure of the hope we need to
continue our work. Please don’t miss this opportunity.

As many of you know, Noam Chomsky, Professor
of Linguistics, Linguistic Theory, Syntax, Semantics,
and Philosophy of Language at Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, is a prolific writer on human rights,
war and politics. We will have some of his books
available for sale at the dinner and program.

Because this is such a special evening we will be-
gin at the early hour of 5:00 p.m., with pre-dinner
music and appetizers. Following dinner, the art raffle
drawing, and a brief business meeting, diners will
move to the sanctuary of the church for Professor
Chomsky’s presentation. The move to the sanctuary
will accommodate additional numbers of people who
want to hear this challenging speaker. During the pro-
gram in the sanctuary, the LEPOCO Singers will pro-
vide their usual musical excellence and a historical
video will be sampled.

LEPOCO is commemorating 40 years in the strug-
gle for peace and justice; one aspect of that remem-
brance has been the production of a video offering
glimpses of LEPOCO through the years using through
interviews with those who have been actively engaged
in the work. A sample of that video will be shown, for
the first time, at this program. Full copies of the video
will be available for sale at a later time.

Considering the need to accommodate volunteers
and others participating in the program the dinner is
full. But there are lots of tickets available for the pro-
gram part of the evening. Those wanting to attend the
program and hear the speaker without dinner will pay
$15. Those on limited income may request admission
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at $5. In order to facilitate the seating of a large group
of people, admission to any part of the evening should
be paid in advance. Reservations can be made at the
LEPOCO office.

Just one Noam Chomsky quote to give us a taste
of his important insight: “One can discern two trajec-
tories in current history: one aiming toward hegemony,
acting rationally within a lunatic doctrinal framework
as it threatens survival; the other dedicated to the be-
lief that “another world is possible,” ... Which trajec-
tory will dominate, no one can foretell. The pattern is
familiar throughout history; a crucial difference today
is that the stakes are far higher.” (from Hegemony or
Survival; America’s Quest for Global Dominance,
2003)

- Janet Ney

Ray Krone to Speak Locally

Death Penalty News.__

If exoneree Ray Krone could be sentenced to
death it can happen to any of us. His experience with
our criminal justice system is a harrowing tale you need
to hear. Ray will visit the Lehigh Valley February 22
and 23 to speak out against the death penalty and tell his
personal story of exoneration after 10 years of wrongful
imprisonment. Ray has spoken throughout the US and
Europe and he has testified on the death penalty before
numerous government bodies. He will speak at Muh-
lenburg College on February 2274, at 7:00 pm, in Egner
Memorial Chapel; at Lehigh University on February 23+,
at 4 pm, in Maginnes Hall, Room 102; and at Moravian
College the evening of February 231, at 7:30 pm, in the
UBC Room of Haupert Union Bldg.

Legislative Action Alert: NOW is the time to
call/write/ visit your state senator and representatives
and urge them to vote for Senate Bill 631 and House Bill
1410 (Reps. Freeman and Mann are co-sponsors). These
bills require pre-trial determination of mental retarda-
tion by a judge in capital cases. They are supported by
advocates for the mentally retarded, faith communities
and civil libertarians. Pre-trial determination will put
Pennsylvania in compliance with the US Supreme Court
ruling in Atkins v. Virginia, and pre-trial determination

will save the Commonwealth the costs of an unneces-
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sary capital trial if the defendant is mentally retarded
and therefore ineligible for the death penalty.

Second legislative action: Ask your state
reps to co-sponsor HB-1473 which would provide com-
pensation for those wrongly convicted, and HB-2366
which would provide for expungement of record for
those wrongly convicted. Presently, when we wrongly
convict and incarcerate someone, no matter for how
long, that person is given nothing, but a set of clothes
upon being released. HB-1473 would provide for mone-
tary compensation.

When a wrongly convicted person is found inno-
cent, believe it or not, his or her record is not automati-
cally cleared. Most oftentimes a person has to hire an
attorney, at his own expense, to have his record ex-
punged. HB-2366 would provide for the automatic
expungement of record for those wrongly convicted.

Congratulations to New Jersey activists! Last
month New Jersey enacted a moratorium on the death
penalty. What will it take to put the brakes on the death
penalty in Pennsylvania? Pennsylvania’s death row is
more than twenty times the size of New Jersey’s. Penn-
sylvania has the second-highest minority death-row rate
in the country, and nine out of ten death row prisoners
in Pennsylvania cannot afford to hire an attorney.

A Pennsylvania Supreme Court committee has said
our system is “overwhelmingly” flawed. Three years
ago that committee recommended to Gov. Rendell and
the Legislature that they enact a moratorium and a
Racial Justice Act. To date Pennsylvania politicians
have done nothing. Thus far, seven people con-
demned to death in PA have been exonerated. How
many other innocents remain? Pennsylvania needs a
moratorium as the first step towards abolishing a
system of punishment that has no place in a civil
society.

In memoriam: William Nieves died October
10, 2005, from complications due to health problems
that were untreated during his six years of wrongful
imprisonment on Pennsylvania’s death row. William,
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who was acquitted and released in 2000, had been con-
victed and sentenced to death despite a lack of evi-
dence and the fact that his physical appearance did not
match the description given by three eyewitnesses. In
addition, after being granted a new trial, William
learned that key exculpatory evidence had been with-
held from the defense during his initial trial.
William’s story is one more tragedy among too many,
proving that the death penalty is barbaric, broken and
needs to be abolished to preserve not only justice, but
also our humanity.

Upon his release, William Nieves refused to suc-
cumb to bitterness. He spent his six years of freedom
actively working to end the death penalty, including
speaking in the Lehigh Valley on two occasions.

Act Now: We ask you to help observe Death
Penalty Abolition Day on March 1%t by writing letters
on that day as suggested in this article. A more
detailed “Take Action” sheet will be available at Ray
Krone’'s talks.

The next Lehigh Valley Committee Against State
Killing meeting will be February 28, at 8:30 am, at the
LEPOCO Peace Center, south Bethlehem.

- Maria Weick

HELP WANTED!

Hard-working peacemaking volunteers are needed for
the Annual Dinner. No experience necessary.
Immediate openings in the kitchen and dining room:
cooks, kitchen workers, servers, “go-fers,” and many
other positions. To apply call Nancy Tate at
610-691-8730.
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LEPOCO Art Raffle 2006

Thanks to Ray and Monica Sommerville for or-
ganizing the wonderful array of prizes for this year’s
LEPOCO Art Raffle. If you can use tickets beyond
those enclosed with this newsletter, to sell or buy, just
visit the Peace Center or call 610-691-8730. The draw-
ing will be held at the Annual Dinner on March 18.

Two Passes to Godfrey Daniels. The winner of
this prize will enjoy an upcoming performance at
Godfrey Daniels, our local café and listening club.
Located at 7 East 4th Street in Bethlehem, Godfreys is
one of the oldest folk music venues in the country.

Wheel-Thrown Pottery Platter by Monica &
Ray Sommerville (aka Sommerville Pottery). Monica
and Ray’s work is available at “Out Of Our Hands” in
Emmaus, where Ray also helps staff the store. Monica
directs Congregations United for Neighborhood Ac-
tion (CUNA), an important community organization in
Allentown. Both Ray & Monica have been long-time
LEPOCO members.

Handpainted Bag from India donated by
robert Daniels II. When robert Daniels traveled to
India a year ago he spent time learning about initia-
tives to teach poor women marketable skills. He
brought back an example of the work being done by
some women artists in India - a wonderful, handmade,
hand-printed bag - and has donated it to the LEPOCO
raffle. Robert has been a member of LEPOCO for
three years and serves on our Steering Committee. He
will be traveling to South Africa on another Gandhi
tour this month.

Handmade Raggy Flannel Quilt by Maria
Weick. Maria Weick has been quilting for more than
10 years. She has donated a hand-made flannel quilt
that measures 5x6 feet. A resident of Kintnersville,
Maria anchors the weekly peace vigil in Bethlehem
and serves as a member of L.V.-CASK, the Committee
Against State Killing, at LEPOCO. She is also the
Amnesty International State Death Penalty Abolition
Coordinator for Pennsylvania.

Raku Pottery by Tomds Wolff. This is a hand-
coiled vessel that is about nine inches tall. Longtime
LEPOCO member, Tomas Wolfe is an accomplished
and respected potter who works out of his Easton
studio. He has been a contributor to and organizer of
the LEPOCO Art Raffle for many years.

Abstract Figure In a Box Sculpture by Frank
Sabatino, Jr. This piece is a wood mixed-media con-
struction displayed in a shadow box. A Bethlehem
resident and artist Frank Sabatino is a long-time sup-
porter of LEPOCO and has made several donations to
our Art Raffles. He is a Lehigh University graduate
and works for Community Action Committee of the
Lehigh Valley. His wood mixed-media sculptures
have been exhibited at the Hunterton Museum of Art
in Clinton, NJ, and at the Banana Factory.

Framed Watercolor by Gene Mater. Most
people know Gene Mater for his popular caricatures;
however, Gene is also a very talented watercolor artist.
He has donated a beautiful watercolor painting
featuring a scene from Bethlehem, where he resides.
Gene’s activism for peace goes back at least to his
college days at Lehigh University.

Hand-Turned Wooden Salad Bowl by Lee Buck.
Area artist Lee Buck has donated a handsome wooden
salad bowl made from English walnut. The bowl is
approximately ten inches in diameter. Lee is another
long-time LEPOCO member. This is the second year
he has donated to the Art Raffle.

- Ray & Monica Sommerville

Potluck & Politics

Popcorn & Politics
at the LEPOCO Peace Center

Sunday, Feb. 26, 6:30 pm
Potluck & Politics
Suzanne Marshall
Chemical Plants:
A Real Security Issue

Suzanne Marshall teaches Envi-
ronmental History and U.S. His-ory
at Moravian College. She is a long-
time activist and leader in the Sierra
Club and is a member of the Chemi-
cal Weapons Working Group. She
wrote “We're Just Trying to Save
Your Water, Lord,” a book about en-
vironmental activists in southern
Appalachia. Previously she taught at
Jacksonville State University in
Alabama.

Please bring some food to share
for dinner at 6:30 pm. The presenta-
tion should begin around 7 pm.

Fridav, March 3, 7 pm
Popcorn & Politics
1¢t Friday Film
“The Empty Chair:
Death Penalty -Yes or No”

This film intimately reveals a
hidden view of murder’s aftermath:
families left behind, their lives torn
apart by the random loss of a loved
one. “The Empty Chair” documents
four compelling stories of family
members as they relive the brutal
details of the murders; express their
rage at the justice system that ren-
ders them invisible; demand or
denounce punishment by death;
struggle to for-give and to heal.

Please bring a snack or beverage
to share.
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I May Not Get There
With You

On January 227, LEPOCO observed the 77t anni-
versary of the birth of Martin Luther King, Jr. The cere-
mony, held at the Log Cabin in the Bethlehem’s Rose
Garden Park, was organized by the Nuclear Abolition
Sisters of LEPOCO. About 60 people attended.

The LEPOCO Peace Singers sang, and 17 members
or the LEPOCO community read the Declaration of
Independence from the War in Vietnam, the speech Dr.
King gave at the Riverside Church in New York City on
April 4, 1967,

In this speech, King stated his unequivocal opposi-~
tion to the Vietnam War. His own church had urged
him not to speak out against “LB]’s War,” because the
President had been a great friend to the Civil Rights
movement, and they didn’t want him embarrassed. But
by this time King had climbed the mountain and con-
nected the dots, and the truth was all he could speak.
He railed against the evils of materjalism, racism, and
militarism, and how these malignancies were bringing
about America’s spiritual death.

The Reverend Al Sharpton spoke two nights later at
the Zoellner Arts Center at Lehigh University to an
overflow crowd of about one thousand. Those who've
heard him speak know his moral indignation coupled
with a scathing sense of humor, make a very powerful
combination. ' )

Sharpton opened by saying that he did not like the
distortion that was happening to the memory and legacy
of Dr. King, but it seemed to be what happened to all
national holidays. How, he asked, did Santa Claus get
in the middle of Christmas? What's a jolly fat man with
a white beard have to do with the birth of Christ? And
how’d the Easter Bunny get mixed up in the Resurrec-
tion? Far too much emphasis is given to the “I Have a
Dream” King, while very little attention is paid to the
searing, prophetic voice so manifest in the Riverside
Church speech.

If King were alive today, Sharpton said, he thinks
he’d first and foremost be concerned with the war in
Iraq. The very same lies were used to build both wars,
right up to the current one: “We're there to build
democracy.”

Taylor Branch has just published the final volume
of his biography of Martin Luther King, Jr. What
Branch originally envisioned as a one-volume, three-
year project turned into a trilogy that took nearly 24
years to complete. In a wonderful review of the book in
the February Harpers, John Leonard concludes with this
paragraph:

“Although the first two hundred pages of the con-
cluding volume are devoted to Selma, its real center-
piece is King’s turn against the war in Vietnam. The
biographer is no less committed to nonviolence than his
stubborn subject, pointing in an epilogue to South
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Korea in 1987, Berlin in 1989, and South Africa in 1990 as
occasions of bloodless triumph. Not least for this he
deserves to be cherished. Everywhere else it is written,
in bullet holes, shell shock, mushroom clouds, and
“extraordinary rendition,” that political science is a
clenched fist, power flows from the mouth of a gun,
bloodlust and servitude are coded in our genome, and
obedience or death is the trajectory of narrative. But
there is another way to read our atrocious times: Dr.
King’s way, the view from Gandhi’s spinning wheel.
Against tyranny, exploitation, occupation and oppress-
sion, popular movements withhold consent. They
refuse, secede, mobilize, disrupt and disobey. And
their principled disobedience creates the very where-
withal of a civil society.”

- Mike Lawton

Gandhian Legacy Tour:
One Year Later

It's been a full year since I first set foot in Gandhi's
India and walked the path of the "father of the nation."
Much has happened to me in that time. I have found a
certain voice with the pen and behind the podium,
furthered my commitment to peace and justice locally as
well as globally, and found a vision of "the world that
can be" toward which I will dedicate the rest of my life.
I have participated in a number of nonviolent protests,
been arrested a few times for civil disobedience, and
have sought to serve the greater good with passion and
(I hope) truth.

This has not come without a price. The pull to serve
the "world family" has found me neglectful of the
family-at-home. I don't mean to be too bold or brash,
but perhaps I am beginning to understand what Dietrich
Bonhoeffer meant when he spoke of "the cost of disci-
pleship." I have found my faith strengthened, shaken,
and strengthened again.

As you may well know I STILL deliver clocks "for a
living." Recently, I encountered another couple of cus-
tomers who made me want to talk about India...

Jack and Sherry Herd are excited owners of a new
grandfather clock. There's a problem though, the face
has a minor dent that distresses them greatly. "The dial
has a ding."

I've been doing this clock job for over five years
and I can honestly say that I haven't seen a "perfect"
clock come out of a box yet.

I try to explain this to Jack and Sherry and further
advise that while it's certainly within their rights to re-
quest a replacement, what is sent is likely to be just as
bad, if not worse. This doesn't go over well and against
my wishes they insist on proceeding down this rabbit
hole. Feeling that I had nothing to lose (except my job} 1
opened my mouth: "Mr. and Mrs. Herd, if I may, before
I leave, I'd like to say one thing about my experience

(continued on page 8)







