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Breaking the Cycle of
Violence

Double check your calendar to make sure you
have Saturday, March 5%, set aside for the Annual
Dinner.

Our speakers this year experienced the horror and
loss of September 11 and the subsequent “War on
Terror” on a profound personal level. They will speak
under the theme, “Speaking Out For Peace: Breaking
the Cycle of Violence.”

Bob Mcllvaine’s son, Bobby, was on the 106t
floor of a building across the street from the twin tow-
ers when the planes struck. He was 26 years old, a
Vice-President of Media Relations for Merrill Lynch.
He was giving a presentation for them when he died.

Celeste Zappala’s son, Sherwood Baker, died last
year in Iraq. He was the first Pennsylvania National
Guard person to be killed in war since 1945.

In struggling to come to terms with their grief,
Bob and Celeste followed similar paths. Bob, who
taught kids in an acute care psychiatric unit, linked up
with 9-11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, made up
of people who lost loved ones in the 9-11 attacks. They
started in February 2002 with 12 people, and today
have about 150 members. Peaceful Tomorrows is
working to further an understanding of why the 9-11
tragedy happened, and to overcome the simplistic and
dangerous good guys/bad guys thinking promoted by
the Bush administration. Bob is on the steering com-
mittee of Peaceful Tomorrows and has done over 100
presentations. He says that it was his son, Bobby, who
really got him thinking in political terms. When Bobby
was a student at Princeton, he started a progressive stu-
dent newspaper. He introduced his father to Z Maga-
zine, and helped open Bob’s eyes to a realistic, honest
way of looking at world affairs.

Celeste Zappala is the mother of three sons, was a
foster parent for over 30 years, and worked in a variety
of charitable and civic causes. She is the head of the
Mayor’s Commission on Aging in Phijladelphia.

Celeste was already a member of Gold Star Fami-
lies for Peace when her son Sherwood was killed in
Iraq. Her long history of peace activism includes dem-
onstrating against the Vietnam war and participating
in the Sanctuary movement and the Nuclear Freeze
movement. She and Sherwood demonstrated together
against the first Gulf War.
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When Sherwood was killed in Iraq last year, she
redoubled her activism and has since spoken out
against this war in front of many groups and gather-
ings. She’s looking forward to speaking at the Annual
Dinner. “It's important to me,” she said. “All my life
I've been working for peace and social justice.”

As always, the food at the Annual Dinner will be
vegetarian -- always interesting, often remarkable.

The LEPOCO Peace Singers will perform, the Art
Raffle (see enclosed tickets) will delight, and the
results of the Steering Committee election (see ballot on
page 4) will be announced.

We'll also be screening a brief film about local
protest against the Iraq invasion and occupation made
by Jim Schneider. This is a prelude to a longer docu-
mentary Jim was working on to commemorate
LEPOCOQ’s 40th anniversary. Sadly, Jim died February
4th - an inestimable loss. (See article on page 3.)

Tickets for the dinner are $20 in advance, $30 at the
door, and a $40 support category for those who wish to
make an additional contribution. Child and limited in-
come tickets are $6. (Childcare will be available for our
younger peacemakers.) For those who wish to hear the
speakers only, the cost is $5. (See reservation coupon
enclosed with this newsletter.)

- Mike Lawton

Help Say No to

War & Occupation!
Saturday, March 19, 2005

Join Local Vigils & a Rally on the
Second Anniversary of the Start of the

War in Iraq.

Sponsored by the Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition.
Sign up to anchor a vigil in your town or
neighborhood from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. (We hope to
have a dozen or more local vigils.) Following the
vigil join a Peace Rally, 2-4 pm, at Wesley United
Methodist Church, Bethlehem.




LEPOCO Art Raffle 2005

Thanks to Ray and Monica Sommerviile for or-
ganizing the wonderful array of prizes for this year’s
LEPOCO Art Raffle. If you can use tickets beyond
those enclosed with this newsletter, to sell or buy, just
visit the Peace Center or call 610-691-8730. The draw-
ing will be held at the Annual Dinner on March 5.

Hand-Turned Wooden Bowl by Lee Buck. Long-
time LEPOCO member and area artist Lee Buck has
donated a cherry hand-turned bowl made from wood
from a neighbor’s tree.

Raku Pottery by Tomas Wolff. This is a hand-
coiled raku vessel with copper glaze. This pottery
piece was influenced by the Native American pottery
of the American Southwest where Tomas grew up.
Tomas lives in Easton and has been an active supporter
of the Art Raffle and LEPOCO for several years.

Quilted Checkerboard by Kathy Delhagen.
Emmaus-based quilter Kathy Delhagen has donated a
hand-quilted checkerboard. Kathy’'s work can be seen
at “Out Of Our Hands” in Emmaus, where she is a co~
owner. She often offers her art work for community
benefit.

Shadow Box Sculpture by Frank Sabatinoe, Jr.
This piece is a Neo-Primitive Abstract Fxotic Wood
Box, 5x7 inches. This is Frank’s fourth contribution to
the Art Raffle. He is a caseworker af the Community
Action Committee of the Lehlgh Valley.

Wheel-Thrown Functional Pottery by Monica
Sommerville. This is a stoneware coffee/tea carafe
with matching cups glazed in matted blue and brown.
Monica’s work is available at “Out Of Our Hands” in
Emmaus. A long-time LEPOCO member, Monica
directs Congregations United for Neighborhood
Action, an important community organization in
Allentown.

$25 Gift Certificate to Godfrey Daniels. The
winner of this prize will enjoy an upcoming perfor-
mance at Godfrey Daniels, our local café and listening
club. Located at 7 East 4th Street in Bethlehem,
Godfreys is one of the oldest folk music venues in the
countrv.

Weekly Peace Vigils
Bethlehem
4-5 pm, Thursdays
34 & Wyandotte Sts., south Bethlehem
Contact: Maria Weick 610-346-8793
Allentown
Noon-1 pim, Fridays
Federal Courthouse, 5t & Hamilton Sts,
Contact: Rev. John Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013
Easton
10-11 am, Saturdays

Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632
Please attend as often as you are able!
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Students from Liberty High School hold the flag after
they washed it last November 6. This creative and
courageous action took place on the lawn at the school
before the Liberty vs. Freedom football game in the
nearby stadium. The Liberty students were following
a tradition from the “Lava la Bandera” movement in
Peru and more recently from students in Rhode Island
(see “The Struggle Shared” in September 2004,
LEPOCO Newsletter). For more information talk to
Jess Cuttic or any of the other students in the Liberty
High School Activist Club.
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3N 313 West Fourth Street
\\ Bethlehem, PA 18015
~ phone: 610-691-8730
fax: 610-621-8904
__~website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: lepoco@postmark.net

The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by
the Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a non-violent,
non-profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annuai dues are:

Regular Member. .. ........... $25
Limited Income Member ....... $ 5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . .. ........ $50

Articles /news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month's newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Peter Crownfield, Fran
Dreisbach, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd, Bob Riggs, Brad
Schultz, Tom Stinnett, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion
Thorne, Jeff Vitelli, Hans Wuerth, and Ursula Wuerth.
Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPQCO Steering Corninittee: Ellen Buck, Peter
Crownfield, Annie Hasz, Julius Iwantsch {co-treasurer),
Mike Lawton (ex-officio}, Janet Ney, Sue Ravitz, Reggie
Regrut, Nancy Tate (ex-officio), and Marion Thomme (co-
treas.).




Oral History Project on
LEPOCO’s 40t Anniversary .

Do you have memories of LEPOCO's years of
activity in this community? We have a group of mem-
bers who have organized to collect the oral history of
LEPOCO. Suzanne Marshall, a historian and adjunct
professor at Moravian College, will teach oral history
techniques and direct the interview gathering process.
Some LEPOCO student members led by Annije Hasz
have volunteered their time to do interviews over the
next year.

We invite anyone who would like to be trained to
do interviews to join us. Our first Oral History Work-
shop will be February 20t from 3 to 5 pm. Please call
for place and directions. Other workshops will be held
as needed.

Most important, we ask that all the folks who
have been involved with LEPOCO from the founding
to the present think about past events and be prepared
to take part in an interview session with one of our
team of interviewers. Learning from the past will help
to prepare us for the future, For more information con-
tact Suzanne Marshall at 610-882-0769 or 610-625-7897
or at <marshall@moravian.edu>.

Inauguration Day 2005

My trip to the 535t U. S. presidential inauguration
in Washington, D.C., began at 3:47 am. My family,
friends and I drove into Reading where a Beiber bus
awaited us, organized by two wonderful women,
Dorothy Reilley and Susan Scholl. On the bus full of
activists of all ages, we pinned white ribbons to our
coats and hats to represent peace and sported black
armbands to show our protest.

Once in D.C,, we walked to the line for the securi-
ty checkpoint outside the inauguration parade route.
This was a VERY long (and thick) line in which we
waited for about three hours. But this time was not
wasted. We broke out our protest signs, along with
thousands of others and chanted loudly with cheers
like, “Hey hey! Ho ho! George Bush has got to go!”
There were many TV crews filming the action going on
in the check-point line, and I was interviewed several
times. When we reached the check-point after three
hours, security police asked us to open our coats, take
off our hats and frisked us down.

Making it into the parade route area, we ended up
standing right along Pennsylvania Avenue in the area
where A.N.S.W.ER. had set up bleachers. Multiple
snipers were situated on top of all the buildings sur-
rounding us. There were two rows of policemen
spaced every two feet all along the parade route on
both sides of the street.

The actual inaugural parade started about an hour
late. When Bush’s limo went past, the roar around me
was deafening. The crowd surged up against the barri-

cades, screaming with rage. Ifound tears in my eyes. I
was so disappointed that the man for whom I had
come to protest was surrounded by so much security,
tinted windows, and rich supporters, that I could not
even see him. This man will never hear my voice and
the voices of others like mine. This is not democracy.

It was a refreshing experience, an enraging experi-
ence, a beautiful experience. Tears come to my eyes
when I think of all the people surrounding me that day
who made the same effort I did, to travel hours or days
from their homes to express all the anger built up over
the past four years. Everyone there was an individual
affected by the Bush administration, an activist. My
faith in America was energized. As long as there are
thousands of people out there willing to stand out in
the cold for hours warmed by nothing but their own
boiling blood, I can never give up.

- Emily McGlynn
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Dr. Jim Schneider died on February 4, He was
LEPOCO’s unofficial documentarian for many years,
videotaping vigils, marches and sit-ins. He was a loyal
supporter and dear friend of many LEPOCO members.

Jim taught media studies at Muhlenberg College.
He organized many film festivals and other events at
Mubhlenberg and Cedar Crest Colleges. He was the
leader of the media group in the Alliance for Sustaina-
ble Communities. fle was an uncanny combination of
learned professor, tireless peace activist, free speech
advocate, and ardent supporter of the arts. He had an
impish sense of humor that bubbled through his busy,
teeming life.

Over 200 people attended a beautiful memorial
service for Jim at Muhlenberg College on February 6.
It was organized, astonishingly, in less than two days
by Jim's wife, Kathryn Hoffman, and friend, Greta
Browne. The LEPOCO Peace Singers and a video pro-
duced by Jim about local peace activism against the
Iraq war were part of the program. So many people
were moved deeply as they heard others attest to Jim’s
special meaning in their lives.

A friend who’d come in from Wisconsin, whose
friendship with Jim went back over 40 years, comment-
ed that she was a liftle taken aback -- she thought Jim
was her special friend. The gathering laughed -- many
of us were just thinking the same thought, realizing
we were unaware of the full breadth and depth of
Jim'’s life and work, and how deeply he had touched so
many lives.

The philosopher George Santayana wrote, “There
is no cure for birth and death, save to enjoy the inter-
val.” Jim knew the cure and enjoyed a full, committed
life, right up to his passing.

- Mike Lawton
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