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Frida Berrigan to Speak
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Lehigh~Pocono Committee of Concern

on Nuclear Weapons and Guantanamo

Frequently, just opening the morning newspaper
fills us with dread. For example, the elite board of the
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists is shifting the minute
hand on their Doomsday Clock from 7 minutes to 5
minutes before midnight, a reflection of increasing
concern about the brewing of a “Second Nuclear Age;”
and, prisoners remain at Guantanamo Bay held with-
out charges, tortured, suffering human rights abuses,
hidden away so illegal and unspeakable acts can be
perpetrated against them. Some, like Frida Berrigan,
respond to the increasingly violent news by daring to
commit their lives to resisting, as Dorothy Day of the
Catholic Worker movement said, the “filthy rotten
system” of war and injustice that keeps people poor
and homeless.

On February 25% LEPOCO’s Nuclear Abolition
Sisters are bringing her to speak at the Lehigh Valley
Friends Meetinghouse (on Route 512, % mile north of
Route 22), for a potluck meal and talk beginning at 6
pm. Her topic will be “Whose Future? Reversing
Bush’s Nuclear Renaissance.” She will remain in the
Lehigh Valley on February 26t and will speak to
students at locations not yet determined, on the topic
“The Road Out of Guantinamo: Resisting the War On
Terror.”

Frida Berrigan, the niece of poet-priest Plowshares
activist Daniel Berrigan and daughter of plowshares
activists Elizabeth McAlister and the late Phil Berrigan
(co-founders of the Jonah House collective) was born
into a community of people that lived simply, prayed
together and attempted to continuously expose the vio-
lence of militarism and consumerism in creative ways.
The torch of expressive nonviolence and the struggle
for justice was thus passed on to a spiritual woman of
impressive intellect, compassion, and activism.

In December 2005 Frida Berrigan and 25 others
traveled to Cuba and walked 70 miles to visit and
support the prisoners at Guantanamo Bay and “tell the
story of how far the Bush administration has gone to
hide its torture and abuse of prisoners.” She has writ-
ten extensively about newly developing nuclear wea-
pons policy, the arms industry and rampant world-
wide arms trading. In a recent article she writes that
“hidden in the innocuous scunding Department of
Energy is the National Nuclear Security Administra-

tion with a vision for a “responsive nuclear infrastruc-
ture that can continuously dismantle and rebuild nu-
clear weapons, reducing their numbers and increasing
their potency, while ensuring that, at any moment an
American leader might want to destroy the planet
many times over, nuclear production rates can be
rapidly increase.”

Frida Berrigan is a board member of the War Re-
sisters League, and is part of Witness Against Torture:
A Campaign to Shut Down Guantanamo. Sheisalsoa
senior research associate at the World Policy Institute’s
Arms Trade Resource Cerniter where her primary re-
search areas include nuclear weapons policy, war pro-
fiteering and corporate crimes, weapons sales to areas
of conflict and military training programs.

Don't miss this opportunity to hear this insightful
and empowering womari.

- Susie Ravitz
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Announcement! Announcement!

Save the Date!

You are invited to attend LEPOCO’S
Annual Dinner at the Cathedral Church
of the Nativity, Bethiehem, on Saturday,
March 31, 2007, starting with pre-dinner

music and appetizers at 5:15 pm.
Our speaker will be Kathy Kelly,

Co-coordinator of Voices for Creative
Nonviolence. Over ten years Kathy has

been a courageous witness for peace,

standing with those in jeopardy and
staying true to her own principles of
opposition to war.

Tickets for the dinner will go on sale in

February: Patron-$50; Adult-$25; Limited
Income-$10; Children-$10.

Look for more info. in the next newsletter.




Pennsylvania Delegation
to Examine the Causes of
Migration

Here in eastern Pennsylvania, many cities,
boroughs and townships have passed or are consider-
ing legislation attacking the immigrant population.
There are an estimated 12 million immigrants from
Latin America living and working in the United States.
About two million are Salvadoran. The forces that
have created this migration have been set in motion, I
believe, by United States economic policies, codified
by the free trade agreements CAFTA and NAFTA.

From March 8 to March 16, a delegation will visit
El Salvador, to commemorate the death of Father
Rutilio Grande, who was assassinated in 1977. Fr.
Grande’s life and death were a great influence on
Archbishop Oscar Romero. There will be a group of
people from Pennsylvania joining this delegation. We
expect to use this time to also examine the causes of
migration.

We will participate in the meetings and events of
that week commemorating the sacrifices of those who
who have struggled for justice, meet with Salvadoran
civil society representatives, and visit rural communi-
ties. We will gain a view of the struggles facing El
Salvador today, looking from the South.

How can we better understand their dilemmas, -
their struggle, than by visiting and sharing with them
for this time? By remembering those who have given
their lives, and by talking with those in the midst of
the struggle today, we can bring back a message of
understanding. After our return, we will issue a
report, and hopefully coordinate with others in trying
to change the direction of our nation’s approach to
those who migrate here from Latin America.

If you are interested in participating, please get in
touch with Joe DeRaymond at 610-419-4656 or
jderaymond@rcn.com. A website dedicated to the
larger delegation organized by CIS (Centro de Inter-
cambio y Solidaridad or Center for Exchange and
Solidarity) can be found at www.cis-elsalvador.org.

- Joe DeRaymond

Help End the Death Penalty__

You can help end the death penalty in Pennsyl-
vania without even leaving the comfort of your sofa,
that is, if you are sitting with your laptop, and it has
wireless.,

By adding your name to the mailing list of the
Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
you not only improve their ability te demonstrate sup-
port (and therefore apply for grant money), you also
will receive timely notices on suggested actions organ-
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ized around pending executions; when and if they oc-
cur.

Just send an e-mail to ahover@pa-abolitionists
.org; subject: “I oppose the death penalty.” In the
body, list your name, street address, and contact phone
number. That’s all it will take. Help end executions in
Pennsylvania.

- David Rose

Exxon-Mobil
and Global Warming—

Last September, Britain’s Royal Society found that
the world’s largest publicly-fraded organization,
Exxon-Mobil, contributed nearly $16 million between
1998 and 2005 to a network of 43 advocacy groups that
waged a “sophisticated and successful disinformation
campaign” to mislead the public about global warm-
ing. Now the Union of Concern Scientists has issued a
63-page report entitled, “Smoke, Mirrors, and Hot Air,”
documenting the oil giant’s attempt to deny fossil
fuels contribute greatly to rising temperatures. Con-
currently, the San Francisco Federal Appeals Court has
almost halved the damages Exxon-Mobil must pay for
the 1989 Valdez oil spill. The court reduced the pay-
ment from $4.5 billion to $2.5 billion, saying the
previous decision had been excessive. Perhaps-these
latest transgressions will help us decide not to pafron-
ize Exxon-Mobil, and/or to destroy our credit cards
from this company. My source for the above is the
latest two issues of the “Asheville Global Report.”
They are citing The Guardian and the BBC.

- Anna Maria Caldara
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Popcorn & Politics __

at the LEPOCQO Peace Center
313 W. 4th St,, south Bethlehem

Friday, February 2, 7 pm
(1%t Friday Film)
Malcolm X

In recognition of Black History
Month the LEPOCO Peace Center
will screen this Oscar nominated
documentary which follows the
vibrant and turbulent life of the
civil rights leader. Narrated by
James Earl Jones (reading from The
Autobiography of Malcolm X) and
featuring news footage of
Muhammad Ali, Fldridge Cleaver,
Angela Davis, Ossie Davis, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Jesse Jackson,
Elijah Muhammad, Betty Shabazz,
Malcolm himself, and many others,
this 92-minute film is a portrait of a
complex man and the complex
times in which he lived. Directed
by Arnold Perl.

Please bring a snack or
beverage to share.

Friday, March 2, 7 pm
(1t Friday Film)

Howard Zinn: You Can’t Be

Neutral on a Moving Train

This documentary film follows the life and times of
the renowned historian, activist, and author of the best
selling classic A People’s History of the United States.
From his early days as a shipyard labor organizer and
bombardier in World War II to an academic rebel and
leader of civil disobedience Howard Zinn has been
catalyst for progressive change for more than sixty
years and is a model and inspiration for those who
-seek justice and peace. 78 minutes. Directed by Deb
Ellis and Denis Mueller. Narrated by Matt Damon.
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New VFP Chapter Forming

If you are a U.S. military veteran and are interest-
ed in drawing from your personal experiences and per-
spectives to raise public awareness of the true costs
and consequences of militarism and war -- and to seek
peaceful, effective alternatives -- you may wish to con-
sider membership in the Lehigh Valley chapter of
Veterans for Peace. Members of the U.S. Armed Forces
on active duty who wish to join will be given free
membership for one year while on active duty.

The major objectives of Veterans for Peace are:

1) To increase public awareness of the costs of
war.

2) To restrain our government from intervening,
overtly and covertly, in the internal affairs of other
nations.

3) To end the arms race and to reduce and even-
tually eliminate nuclear weapons.

4) To seek justice for veterans and victims of war.

5) To abolish war as an instrument of national
policy.

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans for
Peace pledge to use nonviolent means and to act in the
best interests of the group for the larger purpose of
world peace.

If you are interested in joining, yearly member-
ship is $25.00 You may contact LEPOCO member and
U.S.A.F. veteran Louise Legun at 484-553-9476 or
louise.Jegun@rcn.com.

- Louise Legun

Theater Party:

“Iraq In Fragments”

Friday, February 16, Dan and Kris Acker have in-
vited LEPOCO folks to their home in Allentown for a
reception before the movie “Iraq In Fragments,” play-
ing at the Nineteenth Street Theatre that weekend.

As a LEPOCO Theater Party it is a modest fund-
raiser. A donation of $12 is requested to cover the
reception and the movie. robert Daniels II, one of
LEPOCQ's film aficionados, will introduce this movie
at the reception. ‘

“Iraq In Fragments” illuminates current-day Iraq
in three acts, building a vivid picture of a country
pulled in different directions by religion and ethnicity.
It has been hailed by critics as a stylistically bold, hu-
manist take on the difficulties of post-invasion Iraq.
Act One follows Mohammed Haithem, an 11-year-old
auto mechanic in the mixed Sheik Omar neighboerhood
in the heart of old Baghdad. Act Two is filmed inside
the Shiite movement of Moqtada Sadr. Act Three
follows Iraqi Kurds as they assert their bid for inde-
pendence, rebelling against the past atrocities of
Baghdad rule.

The movie is 94 minutes. It is in Arabic, Kurdish
and English with subtitles.

Please call 610-691-8730 to make a reservation and
get directions for the Theater Party which starts at 6:30
pm, at 2121 Walbert Ave,, in Allentown.

- Nancy Tate
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