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Please note new location!
Espaiiol for Activists!

Learn Spanish language basics to communicate and
build community with our Latino neighbors
throughout the Americas.

1:00-4:00 pm, Sunday, June 12th
Workshop fee: $20

New location:
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley
Center & Wall Sts. (424 Center St.), Bethlehem

Instruction and music provided by

Silvia Brandon-Perez
of the Pocono Progressives; all proceeds benefit
LEPOCO; light refreshments included.

Call the LEPOCO Office to register: 610-691-8730.

Peace Camp: Planning &

Recruiting Underway

Think you might have a hidden knack for Israeli
circle dancing? Do you want to make a necklace out of
pretzels or paint a hat made of newspaper? Are you
better at leapfrog than any amphibian? Then make
sure to fit Peace Camp into your summer schedule!

This year’s camp will take place July 25-29, at the
First Presbyterian Church in Allentown. We're cur-
rently looking for campers between the ages of five
and twelve who want to play games, sing songs, make
crafts, eat delicious snacks, and learn more about
bringing peace and justice into the world. Peace Camp
celebrates diversity and encourages open-mindedness
about different life experiences. During the week, we
hope to create a community of mutual respect between
all age groups, ethnicities, and ability levels that will
continue after the last day of camp.

If you're into making new friends and having lots
and lots of fun, then sign up! Registration is on a first
come, first served basis. We suggest that you register
by Monday, July 12. If you need a registration form,
please contact LEPOCO at (610) 691-8730. (You should
have received a form with you May Newsletter.) Make sure
to ask for copies for your friends and neighbors who
might also be interested in attending,.

Are you too old to leapfrog, but want to partici-
pate in Peace Camp anyway? LEPOCO is looking to
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enlist volunteers to help Peace Camp run smoothly. If
you have the spirit of peace inside of you and want to
help impart it to the next generation of peacemakers,
Peace Camp is the perfect opportunity. We particular-
ly need group leaders and helpers, but if you can’t
commit to the whole week of camp, there are lots of
other positions available including preparing snacks
and teaching games. Any assistance or skill you can
offer would be greatly appreciated. Teens are especial-
ly encouraged to volunteer! If you're interested, please
call LEPOCO to get a Volunteer Form (also included
with the May Newsletter). The training for Peace Camp
leaders and helpers is on Sunday, June 26, so we hope
to have your commitment by that date.

We hope to see you at Peace Camp in July!

- Jessica Jones

Potluck & Politics
Popcorn & P@Eﬁ%
at the LEPOCQO Peace Center N

Friday, June 24, 7 pm
Potluck & Politics

Robert Daniels

A Report on the

Gandhian Legacy Tour

(Please see Part I of Robert’s written
report on this trip starting on page 7.)
Robert was part of a delegation to
India early this year, visiting
places that were important in
Gandhi’s nonviolence campaigns.
Please bring some food to share for
dinner together at 7 pm.
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Friday, July 8, 7 pm

Popcorn & Politics

Join in viewing two segments from
the three-hour documentary series,
” A Force More Powerful,” explor-
ing some of the nonviolent move-
ments against oppression in the
20t century. (The series premiered
on PBS in September 2000.) We
will watch “Nashville: We Were
Warriors,” and “India: Defying the
Crown.” Please bring a snack or
beverage to share.




Military Resisters and
“I Will Not Kill"_

In a highly-militarized society like the U.S., it
takes great courage to speak out as a conscientious
objector, especially for those who are already in the
military. But several military personnel have taken
public stands as conscientious objectors, and the
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) recently an-
nounced a new campaign to encourage conscientious
objection and other forms of resistance to war.

Two cases illustrate the difficulties military resis-
ters face. One of the first high-profile resisters of the
Iraq war was Iraq veteran Camilo Mejia, who an-
nounced publicly early in 2004 that he was a CO and
refused to return to Iraq. His claim was quickly de-
nied, and he was sentenced to one year in prison. “I
was a coward not for leaving the war, but for being
part of it in the first place,” said Mejia as he left mili-
tary prison in February 2005.

One of the most unusual cases arose in December,
when Petty Officer Pablo Paredes publicly refused to
board ship for Iraq. He filed as a CO, but his claim
was never decided -- instead, he was charged with un-
authorized absence and missing his deployment.
When he was tried last month, the military judge al-
lowed the defense to present a claim that the war is il-
legal and military personnel have a duty to refuse ille-

think the government has successfully proved that any
seaman has reasonable cause to believe that the wars
in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq were illegal.”
(That's right, the government proved the case for the
defense.) The judge dismissed the unauthorized ab-
sence charge. Paredes was nevertheless convicted of

Be All You Can Be...Work For Peace!
Part-Time Paid Staff Position Available
LEPOCO is seeking a staffperson to work 10 to
15 hours per week on our Youth & Militarism
Program. Responsibilities include outreach and
education at public events and schools. Can-
didates should be comfortable doing presenta-
tions, speaking in public, communicating with
school officials and working closely with high
school-aged students. Other duties include
developing and maintaining relationships with
local schools, phone calls, mailings, attending
meetings and conferences, ordering and manag-
ing the Y&M counter-recruitment materials. We
would prefer candidates who can make at least a

one-year commitment to this position.

Call 610-691-8730 for more information or send a
letter of interest to LEPOCOQO, 313 W 4t St,
Bethlehem, PA 18015 or to lepoco@postmark.net.
Please respond by June 15, 2005.
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missing a scheduled movement and sentenced to three
months at hard labor and other restrictions (but no
prison time).

Amnesty International names both Mejia and
Paredes as prisoners of conscience and called on the
authorities to revoke their sentences.

In May FOR announced the “I Will Not Kill”
campaign to educate young people about war and
conscientious objection. The new campaign will en-
courage resistance to war and the impacts of war, op-
position to a draft and dismantling of the Selective
Service System, and conscientious objection as a
positive alternative to violence. The campaign also
will work to establish a culture where U.S. resources
are redirected to address more of the root causes of
violence and toward creating greater equality in edu-
cation, health care, and employment.

The “I Will Not Kill” campaign arose out of the
FOR'’s “Conscience and Courage Gathering” in
February. This gathering was also the source of the
Nyack Declaration, which expresses support for all
conscientious objectors, including those who object to
specific wars, to particular methods of warfare, to sup-
porting warfare with taxes, or to the so-called poverty
draft-systems that leave some individuals with little
alternative to the military for employment. Readers are

urged to sign the Nyack Declaration. Contact the
LEPOCO Peace Center for a copy or download it from
<www.forusa.org> or <www.iwillnotkill.org>.
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The LEPOCQO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by
the Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a non-violent,

non-profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. .. ........... $25
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . .. ........ $50

Articles/news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month’s newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Peter Crownfield, Fran
Dreisbach, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd, Bob Riggs, Brad
Schultz, Tom Stinnett, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion
Thorne, Jeff Vitelli, Hans Wuerth, and Ursula Wuerth.
Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPQCO Steering Committee: Dan Acker (co-treas.), Ellen
Buck, Peter Crownfield, Annie Hasz, Robert Daniels, Julius
Iwantsch {co-treasurer), Mike Lawton {ex-officio), Janet
Ney, Sue Ravitz, and Nancy Tate (ex-officio).







