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Scott Ritter & Ray McGovern To Speak Here!

On Friday, July 21, at 7 pm, Scott Ritter and Ray
McGovern will be speaking at the Unitarian Universa-
list Church of the Lehigh Valley, 424 Center St., Bethle-
hem. The title of their address will be, “The War in
Iraq: How We Got In; How We Get Out; How We Stay
Out of Iran."

Scott Ritter was the U.N.'s top weapons inspector
in Iraq between 1991 and 1998. Before working for the
UN he served as an officer in the US Marines and as a
ballistic missiles adviser to General Schwarzkopf in the
first Gulf War.

As the UN weapons inspection got underway after
the 1991 Gulf War, Ritter believed his mission was to
conclusively disarm Iraq, thus enabling the UN to lift
its crippling sanctions. But Ritter came to realize that
Washington was only ever interested in using inspec-
tions as a means to spy on Saddam's government and to
effect "regime change," not disarmament.

When he and his team eventually learned there
were no WMDs, they found that Washington did not
want the information revealed, because it would derail
the regime change agenda.

Ritter continues to speak out passionately. In his
introduction to Ritter's 2005 book, Irag Confidential, -
Seymour Hersh wrote, "Somehow, Scott never per-
ceived, or wanted to perceive, that magic formula for
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bureaucratic success in Washington -- never be the
bearer of unpleasant facts. He is a Thomas a Becket in
a world full of Bush administration yes-men."

Ray McGovern served as a CIA analyst for 27
years. From 1981 to 1985 he conducted daily briefings
for Ronald Reagan's vice president, George Bush, the
elder. Ray is on the steering group of Veteran Intelli-
gence Professionals for Sanity, and is co-director of the
Servant Leadership School, an cutreach ministry in the
inner city of Washington. He is featured in Robert
Greenwald's Uncovered and John Pilger's Breaking the
Silence.

On May 4t Ray McGovern received national at-
tention when he brilliantly used an unexpected oppor-
tunity at an Atlanta meeting of the Southern Center for
International Studies to grill Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld about the war in Iraq.

The program at the church is made possible by the
coordinated efforts of Jeff Norman of US Tour of Duty,
Jeanne Doyle of Democracy For America, the Lehigh
Valley Peace Coalition and the Unitarian Church. To
support this program and others undertaken by U.S.
Tour of Duty there will be a $10 donation requested at
the door (no one turned away).

- Mike Lawton

Peace Campers Still Needed

Editor’s Note: In advance of this year’s Peace Camp we
reprint the following article written by Melissa Ritter for
Peace Camp 1997. It captures much of the spirit of the Peace
Camp experience.

“The Earth is our Mother, we must take care of her.
The Earth is our Mother, we must take care of her.” The
gymnasium is permeated by the sound of dozens of
young voices enthusiastically singing. Around the
room are murals of children from around the world -
black, white and all nationalities represented by traced
figures.

These were my first few moments of Peace Camp
when I arrived two years ago as a teen helper. From the
very first day I was hooked - and so were the young
people! After a few more songs and an explanation of
the days activities, we broke into groups of about 12,
our classes for the week.

Before we even reached our classroom with it pint-
sized tables and chairs, the children were becoming fast

friends. Ifound myself amazed by their quick adapta-
tion to so new a situation. I realized then how easily
we could expound upon their already strong founda-
tion of being able to not only tolerate, but embrace the
differences among themselves.

We spent the morning playing games, making
puppets, and singing songs. Instead of lecturing about
the virtues of peace, these values were inferred in activ-
ities and discussion which furthered our values.

The children enjoyed healthy snacks following an
outdoor scavenger hunt. Time flew by, but before end-
ing at noon, we reconvened with our fellow Peace
Campers for a second sing-along. Ifound myself get-
ting into the hand motions as much as the six-year-old
in my lap! The day ended all too soon and I found my-
self excited to do it all again tomorrow.

It you need a registration form for Peace Camp this July
24-28, please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730. The camp is for
children who have completed kindergarten through 6th grade,

ages 6-12. If you would like to volunteer to help at peace
camp please call the same phone number.



JROTC Takes Off Again

In May, we learned from teacher Mary Rose-
Shaffer that the Easton school board’s Academics In
Education committee would again consider a JROTC
program at Easton high school. Following a June 8t
presentation by Major Charles Taylor, senior JROTC
instructor at Dieruff High School in Allentown, com-
mittee members voted unanimously to recommend
applying for a JROTC program.

The full Board met on June 15, and several parents
and Easton Area residents spoke against JROTC, in-
cluding Bob Gumlock; Crafford Harris, who spoke for
the Social Action Committee of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of the Lehigh Valley; Anna Maria
Marzullo; Susie Ravitz; Josh Sanborn, Professor of His-
tory at Lafayette; UCC minister John Snyder-
Samuelson; and Peter Crownfield. Many of the points
they made are listed below. Despite the strong case
against JROTC, the Board voted 7-2 to initiate an appli-
cation “to get a better idea of the real costs.” Equally
important, however, Board members said they would
welcome a presentation on reasons why they should not
add a JROTC program, and Oskar Castro of the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee has agreed to speak at
the Academics In Education committee meeting on
September 14. The committee will then make another
report to the full Board.

We encourage you to write letters to the editor and
contact-the Superintendent and individual board mem-
bers with your questions and concerns about JROTC in
Easton High School. Contact Peter Crownfield, Susie
Ravitz, or Anna Maria Marzullo if you want to help.

10 Reasons Not To Allow JROTC In Schools

o JROTC is expensive, forcing schools to raise taxes
or cut important programs.

¢ JROTC texts distort history, glorifying the military
and minimizing nonviolent approaches.

s JROTC claims to develop leadership, but stresses
automatic obedience.

¢ JROTC teaches what the military embodies — that
the use or threat of violence is the way to resolve
conflicts.

e JROTC is part of the military, and military
personnel have an appalling record of violence
against women.

* JROTC instructors don’t need any previous
teaching experience, but are often paid more than
certified professionals.

¢ JROTC supports discrimination and intolerance.

¢ JROTC does not prevent dropouts — in fact, it has a
dropout problem: only a tiny percentage of students
complete the full program.

¢ JROTC instructors provide their own guidance and
career counseling for JROTC students, while other
students have to deal with limited availability of
counselors.

¢ JROTC is designed to support military recruitment,
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and recruiters already have far too much access to
students.

For more information on any of these issues, call
the LEPOCO Peace Center at 610-691-8730.

- Peter Crownfield

Bike/Walkathon Sets Record

Thanks to the significant fund raising efforts of
some new walkers and riders, the annual LEPOCO Bike/
Walkathon on June 31 will set a record in dollars raised
for LEPOCO and our co-beneficiary, Pennsylvania
Abolitionists United Against the Death Penalty. When
the pledges are paid, we will, for the first time, raise a
total of over $3000!

A special thank you to Walt Garvin, Patricia
Dervish, and Janice Lovegrove for their great efforts in
finding pledgers.

Thirty-two people rode and walked. Seven people
helped staff checkpoints. The early morning on June 3
was rainy, but by the time we set up for the Bike/ Walk
event, it had stopped raining. We were rained on once
more before we finished walking and riding, but every-
one survived and it was a rather pleasant day.

Thanks again to our sponsors and those who rode,
walked, staffed a checkpoint or pledged! The Bike/Walk
Committee will meet on July 5t to assign the special
gifts we have from sponsors.

- Nancy C. Tate
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Bring the PA Guard Home

On June 21¢ in Allentown’s City Council Cham-
bers, eight residents of the city spoke to the Council
urging them to introduce and pass a “BRING THE PA
GUARD HOME" from Iraq resolution. At least three
of the speakers were veterans. Other community mem-
bers were present in support.

The resolution is a national effort, being intro-
duced in towns and cities across the country. It has
already been adopted by councils in York, Lansdowne
and Philadelphia. It asks our national government,
those serving in Congress, and state governors to do all
in their power to get our state Guard units returned to
their home communities, since they are needed here.
Thus far in Iraq, Guard units have a 35% higher
casualty rate than other troops; as of May 21, 2006,
twenty-three PA Guard Members have died, and over
200 have been seriously wounded. The entire outline
of the program and a package of materials are available
at www.bringhometheguard.org.

If introduced and passed (both not sure things),
Allentown would join dozens of others in states
around the country where Guard units have been
“absent with leave” to fight in and occupy Iraq. We
know that Guard members and their families have
suffered terribly, and did not sign on for overseas
duty. Without their presence, local communities re-
main vulnerable if a disaster should strike.

Mike D’Amore, college teacher, LEPOCO member
and first-term City Council Member, spoke for the
resolution and had stated earlier that he will sponsor
the Bring Our Guard Home Resolution, and will try to
get allies for it among his fellow City Council Mem-
bers. There are seven members of the council; two are
needed to co-sponsor the resolution and a total of four
must vote for it to achieve passage.

A special thank you to Jeff Brightbill, Louise
Legun, Kathryn Hoffman, Eleanor Hay, Judy
Woodruff, Arlene Grow, Roberta Meek, and Gene
Siebert who spoke on June 21, If you are a military
veteran, Guard or former Guard member, or family
member of someone serving there now, and would like
to show your support for bringing the Guard home
now, please call us at 610-770-1252, and leave a mes-
sage. (Mike D’Amore, Kathryn Hoffman, and Jeff
Brightbill are working on this project).

All Allentown residents are encouraged to contact
members of council to urge their co-sponsorship and
support for the Bring Out Guard Home Resolution.
You can e-mail them at www.allentownpa.org/contact
.asp or leave a message for them at the City Council
Office by calling 610-437-7556. Besides Mike D’Amore
the members of Allentown’s Council are Martin
Velazquez III, Julio Guridy, Tony Phillips, Lou
Hershman, David Howells, Sr., and David Bausch.

One man spoke against the resolution on June
21st, but most of those attending Council that night
were quite attentive to the statements of the eight.

Fleanor Hay movingly shared a youthful memory of
her community providing silent accompaniment for
veterans as they walked home after WWL

- Kathryn Hoffman & Nancy Tate

Potluck & Politics

Popcorn & Politics
at the LEPOCO Peace Center ,ﬁ
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Friday, July 7, 7 pm
Popcorn & Politics
1st Friday Film i
“Bloody Sunday” (2002)

Paul Greengrass ("United 93")
directs this dramatic recreation of
the events of January 30, 1972,
when a peaceful march for civil
rights resulted in the deaths of
fourteen protesters. The tragedy
depicted in this Sundance Best
Picture Audience Award winner
marked a major negative turning
point in the fortunes of Northern
Ireland. This is a chilling illus-
tration of what President
Kennedy may have meant when
he said, "Those who make peace-
ful evolution impossible, make
violent revolution inevitable".
110 minutes.

Friday, August4, 7 pm
Popcorn & Politics

1st Friday Film

“Radio Bikini” -
In 1946, the U.S. government sent a large amount of
film equipment to document nuclear testing on the
Bikini Atoll. The intention was to create the “Gone
With The Wind” of government propaganda films: a
rousing illustration of the United States' mastery of
atomic power, but things didn't turn out as planned
and the film was never released. This documentary ex-
plores one of the most terrifying tragedies of the nucle-
ar age while illustrating that humanities' wisdom often
fails to keep pace with jt's inventions. Sponsored by
the Nuclear Abolition Sisters. 60 minutes. 1987.

Save the Date
Hiroshima - Nagasaki Observance
Sunday, August 6

Early Evening
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Thousands March in Support

of Cuba and Venezuela

A speaker at the “Hands Off Venezuela and Cuba”
march and rally in Washington D.C. quoted 18t century
liberator Simon Bolivar: “The United States appears to
be destined by Providence to plague America with mis-
ery in the name of democracy.” And the misery has
continued, from the overthrows of democratically
elected presidents in Guatemala and Chile to the dirty
wars and death squads in Central America to the at-
tempted coup, funded by the National Endowment for
Democracy and sponsored by Bush administration
officials, against Hugo Chavez in 2002 (The Observer,
April 21, 2002). Recently Bush warned against the
“erosion of democracy” in Venezuela and Bolivia,
whose economic policies are not welcomed by U.S.
corporations.

With this history in mind, approximately three
thousand people marched through Washington on May
20t to demand an end to U.S. threats and subversion
against the sovereign countries of Cuba and Venezuela.
Joining them was a small Lehigh Valley contingent:
Tim Chadwick, Curt Day, Ron Ford, Ken Moore, Jean
Kim, Tania Otero, and Robert Daniels II.

The marchers assembled in Malcolm X Park to the
sounds of an African band performing on a stage hung
with banners in Spanish and English: Manos fuera
Cuba y Venezuela; Free the Cuban Five; Venezuela,
Gracias por el Petroleo; Close the SOA. After hearing
speakers from many organizations and from as far away
as Massachusetts, Florida, and Oregon, the marchers
headed towards Lafayette Park, bearing signs and flags.
As the march passed the Cuban Mission, the Mission
workers stood outside in solidarity, clapping in time
with the chants and waving to the marchers. At2pm,
the march arrived at Lafayette Park, where the marchers
rested on the grass while listening to more speakers,
with the White House in the background.

Speakers emphasized the contributions Cuba and
Venezuela are making to their own people and to the
world: Cuba enjoys an adult literacy rate of 100% and
sends highly trained doctors all over the world to staff
clinics in impoverished nations, while Venezuela pro-
vides free and accessible education from basic literacy
to university, free health clinics in working-class and
poor neighborhoods, and subsidized markets selling
basic necessities at 50% below market cost (see “Vene-
zuela’s Oil Wealth Funds Social Programs,” St.
Petersburg Times, May 8, 2005). Speakers also urged
people to inform themselves about Cuba and Venezue-
la and to speak to friends, family, and co-workers about
these countries’ accomplishments, and about the Bush
administration’s recent attempts at destabilization, thus
building the movement to defend Latin American sov-
ereignty and independent development against a new
round of U.S.-inflicted misery.

- Ken Moore
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Visualizing the Human Cost
of War: "Eyes Wide Open"

In mid-May my wife Carmen and I combined a
trip to Arlington, Virginia, to attend our grandson's
band and chorus concert with a visit to the American
Friends Service Committee's "Eyes Wide Open" exhibit
on the National Mall in Washington, DC.

Also called "Silence of the Dead, Voices of the
Living," the event powerfully commemorated Iraqgi
war deaths using pairs of combat boots representing
each member of the U.S. military who has died in Iraq.
Attached to each pair of boots was a tag that listed the
name and home address of the person represented.

Covering several acres of the mall, the graphic
display also included hundreds of pairs of shoes
symbolizing the 100,000 or more Iraqi citizens who
have died because of the war. Many of the shoes had
large tags attached showing photographs and brief
biographies of the victims represented.

On Saturday a silent march with hundreds of
military families, veterans, Iraqis and peace activists
proceeded from the exhibit to the vicinity of the Capi-
tol building.

After the march we listened to dramatic testi-
monies by many family members of those who are
currently serving in Iraq or who gave their lives there.
There were also moving statements by veterans who
have returned from their tours of duty.

A silent outdoor worship service on the mall
concluded the four-day event on Sunday.

A smaller Pennsylvania "Eyes Wide Open" exhibit
has also traveled to Scranton and Lewisburg and other
cities in our state. The larger exhibit will visit eight
cities across the country this summer. For more infor-
mation visit www.afsc.org.

- Bob Riggs

Meeting Dent on Colombia

The June 5% meeting went very well. Mr. Dent and
an assistant met with us at his Bethlehem office for an
hour. Dave Benner, Herman Sagastume (a doctor who
works as MAMA field director) and I attended. We
watched together the entire DVD made from the video
that we produced at our May 22, 2006, event.

Recall that on May 2279, the date of the first ap-
pointment we had with Rep. Dent, he had to cancel
because of a Justice Department visit to Allentown.
(Editor’s note: That was the visit by U.S. Attorney General
Alberto Gonzalez.) Since we were all prepared, and some,
like Emily, who left immediately for Morocco to work
with refugees right after the meeting, wouldn't be able
to meet later, and we weren't able to fully publicize the
cancellation in time, we video-taped our concerns. Ev-
eryone who spoke came prepared to cover a different
aspect of the Peace and Justice in Colombia topic. Greg
Bowman told about his daughter Jenna's experiences in

(continued on page 8)






