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Other Lands Have Dreams —

Our Annual Dinner speaker this year, Kathy
Kelly, has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize
three times, and, among many other honors, has re-
ceived the Pax Christi USA Teacher of Peace Award,
the Dan Berrigan Award from DePaul University, the
Archbishop Gscar Romero Award from Mercyhurst
College, ¢ he) mas Merton Center Award, and a
Doctor of Theology honoris causa from Chicago
Theological § rnmary

Ms. Kelly served nine months in federal prison in
1988 for planiing corn on nuclear missile silo sites, and
three months in 2004 for crossing the line at the SOA
in Fort Benning, Georgia.

Kelly is probably best known as a co-founder, in
1996, of Voices in the Wilderness (VITW), a campaign
to end the brutal US/UN sanctions against Irag. Be-
tween 1996 and the beginning of "‘Opezatmn Shock
and Awe" /gm‘_h of 2003, VITW organized seventy
delegations it Irag. Kathy has visited Iraq
twenty-four Hme mcludmg three times since March
2003. The VITW delegations brought “toys and medi-
cine” to Irac en violation of the US/UN sanctions.
For their w ‘and other campaign members
were targetea by the 1.5, Treasury Departiment and
notified of a $163,000 penalty on the organization,
threatened with twelve years in prison, and eventually
fined $20,000, which they refused to payv.

Voices in the Wilderness evolved into Voices for
Creatlve \‘awwderco in 2005 and Kathv Kelly is still a
‘ ization. VCNV ¢ ‘or an immedi-
ate end tothe L U .S. war in and occupation of Iraqg; the
unconditional cancellation of all odious debt incurred
by Saddam Hussein’s regime; the unconditional can-
cellation of the war reparation charges imposed upon
Iraq by the Ui {ollowing the invasion of Kuwait in
1990; and the full payment of war reparations by the
U.S. to Iraq following 15 years of economic and mili-
tary warfare against that couniry.

Ms. Kelly returned, in early February, from a two-
month visit to Jordan. Last summer she was one of
four Voices activists in Beirut, Lebanon, during the
final days of the lsracl-Hezbollah war and subse-
quently reported from south Lebanon following the
ceasefire.

On February 5%, VCNV, and other national
groups, initiated The Occupation Project: A Campaign
of Sustained Nonviolent Civil Disobedience to End the
Iraq War.
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Kelly has written for many publications, includ-
ing the Chicago Tribune Magazine, the Columbia Jour-
nal of International Affairs, Fellowship Magazine of the
FOR, The Washington Report on the *'fzdﬂle East, the
Capitol Times, commondreams.org, and counterpunch.
org. Her book, Other Lands Have Dreams: from
Baghdad to Pekin Prison, will be available for purchase
at the dinner.

The dinner will be at The Cathedral Church of the
Nativity, at 379 and Wyandotte in south Bethlehem.
Please note that things will start a little earlier this year.
Doors will open at 5 pm. After music and appetizers, a
gourmet vegetarian dinner, including Lasagna Verdure,
will commence at 5:30. The program, including the
drawing for the Art Raffle, the ‘%taeriug Committee
Election, music from the Peace Singers, and Kathy
Kelly’s talk should begin around 6.435

Tickets for the dinner and program are $25, $10 for
limited income and children. Patrons are $50. Tickets
for the dinner must be purchased in advance - if there
are any still available, the last day of sale will be Thurs-

day, March 29, at the LEPOCO office. Y{w can use the
coupon on the back page of this newsletier to make your
reservation.

Program-only tickets are $10, limited income $5. I
available, program-only tickets will be sold at the door.

- Mike Lawton
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Have You Planted 10 Trees?

Dr. Wangari Muta Maathai, founder of the Green
Belt Movement, and winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace
Prize spoke to a sold-out audience in Baker Hall. Le-

high University on February 1, as part of the Leaders of

Practice Lecture Series.

Recognizing Dr. Maathai’s expanded wholistic
approach to peace and security by linking poverty and
the responsible management of the environment, was
a first for the Nobel Prize. When resources are scarce,
people fight over the scraps. Despair spawns viclence.

When Maathai, the daughter of farmers in the
highlands of Mount Kenya, returned home from get-
ting her degree in Biology, and Masters of Science in
the U.S. during the Civil Rights Movement of the
1960s, she found that 98 percent of the natural forest-
land had been clear-cut in the name of industrial de-
velopment and private ownership. Through her work
with the National Council of Kenya in the 70s, she
learned how the lack of trees was life threatening to
women'’s basic needs. There was no clean drinking.
water because of the soil erosion flowing into the
rivers, no healthy soil to grow food, no employment,
no firewood, no land. As a biologist she started plant-
ing trees in her own yard and encouraged other ordi-
nary citizens to do the same. Women who already
knew how to save seeds and grow food, learned to
plant trees to conserve the environment and improve
the quality of life.

The women in the Green Belt Network spread to
successful initiatives in Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi,
Lesotho, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe.

This educational community building movement
has had to struggle to expand the democratic space, hu-
man rights, and environmental conservation by hoid-
ing governments accountable and by forcing them to
protect the commons of water, air, land and forest.
When that wasn't possible, they voted out the corrupt
government and voted themselves in. Maathai herself
was elected to Parliament and is now Assistant Envi-
ronmental Minister of Kenya.

As ordinary citizens in the U.S., we can be in-
spired by Maathai’s example and join her in pursuing
the Millennium Development Goals of planting one-
billion trees worldwide. They have found it takes 10
trees to handle the CO: of each human being. So, she
says, “If you haven't planted at least 10 trees, you are
using someone else’s trees.”

-JoAnn Jones
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Acting to Protect Students

TLast October 26th, Nazareth High School students
were scheduled to take the Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery, or ASVAB test. While supposedly a
career training test, its true function is to gain vital per-
sonal information about students for the military.

Bethany Towne, a student at Nazareth High, and a
member of the Association of Students Advocating
Peace (ASAP) had heard about the dangers of the
ASVAB test. She was surprised to see how inaccurate
the letter from Mr. Davis, the principal, was. For ex-
ample: after signing a waiver, students are at risk of
having their personal information sent to the Penta-
gon, but the letter from the principal did not even
mention that the waiver existed.

Seeing this as an important problem, Bethany
decided to take action. She wrote a letter addressed
partially to the students and partially to Mr. Davis,
about the ASVAB test, and the inaccuracy of the infor-
mation in the principal’s letter. Bethany carefully
wrote the letter presenting the information as opinions
and doubts, rather than facts, so as to avoid libel.

Normally students at Nazareth must register
pamphlets with the school office before distributing
them, but this process takes several days, and there
wasn't time. On October 25th, Bethany leafleted the
cafeteria with her letter. Her plan was to give the letter
to the students first, and then present it to Mr. Davis.
Unfortunately, the principal found her giving out the
letters before lunch was over.

At this point, Bethany was sent home. When she
later spoke with the school’s administration about the
letter, they were very condescending, she said. They
told her that it was illegal to give the letter to the stu-
dents before giving it to Mr. Davis, and that she was
lucky they wouldn’t sue her for libel. Fortunately,
Bethany was not alone. After hearing about her prob-
lems, Peter Crownfield recommended Anne Felker, a
local attorney, to help Bethany through the legal jun-

(continued on page 8)
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