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October, he stated that the government has not yet
made a decision regarding whether or not to prosecute.
If prosecution occurs, it is more likely that those with a
court date of December 215t (which includes LEPOCO
members Mike Lawton, Joe DeRaymond, Robert
Daniels, and Tim Chadwick) will also be tried.

Cindy Sheehan, whose son Casey was killed in
Iraq, will be among those in court on November 16,
Discussing her decision to challenge the charge, she
has written, "I cannot live freely in a country where

(continued on page 4)
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Remembering the 2000 & the 30,000+

to Say “Stop the War

On Wednesday, October 26, over 140 people gathered at
Bethlehem’s Peace Pole for a beautiful vigil marking the sad
milestone that 2000 U.S. troops had been killed in Iraq. With
24 hours notice people held vigils in towns across the coun-
try like the one in Bethlehem.

Ellen Buck designed a solemn memorial display with
representations for the U.S. troops killed and the Iraqi dead.
Mike Lawton made the large banner which you can see to
the left. Ruth Karpinski is holding it with Kathryn
Hoffman, Fran Dreisbach and Tim Chadwick standing near-
by. Beverly Morgan sang and the names of Pennsylvania
troops killed in the war were read along with the names of
soimne of the Iraqis kilied.

Thank you to the ad hoc committee that helped make
this observance possible and to all those who witnessed for
peace by attending.

Rep. John Murtha’s strong statement against the war on
Neovember 17 was encouraging, but the number of U.S, dead
has now risen to 2094 (as of Nov. 20) and an Iraqi funeral
procession was attacked in recent days. It is so important to
encourage other elected representatives to speak out as
Murtha did and to quickly lend their support to Rep. James
McGovern’s bill, H.R. 4232, that would end funding for the
deployment of U.S. armed Forces in Iraq. See <www.united
forpeace.org> for more details on this bill.

- Nancy C. Tate



Renato Arieza and the Peace Communities of Colombia ___.

On October 19t [ heard Renato Arieza, a leader in
the San José de Apartadé peace initiative in northwest
Colombia speak. Renato spoke of the situation in
Colombia and the struggle of his community. It was a
grim and moving speech, even once removed through
the words of the translator.

The event took place at the Lehigh University
Humanities Center. About 30 people attended in the
smail room, many standing or sitting on the floor.
{Renato spoke that evening at First Presbyterian
Church in Allentown, also for about 30 people.)

The translator, Sarah Weintraub, introduced the
speaker, the situation in Colombia, and spoke of her
experience living in accompaniment with the Peace
Community of San José de Apartadé. She is a volun-
teer with the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR).

To give some of that background information on
the situation in Colombia, there has been fighting be-
tween the guerillas and the government allied with the
paramilitary for forty years. At first the guerillas were
idealists rising up in hope of revolution and a better
country, but now it is more a war of territory and dom-
ination -- little of the idealism remains. Consequently,
many of the civilians, mostly poor farmers have be-
come disillusioned and want to be left alone to carry
out their normal lives. Unfortunately, when communi-
ties declare themselves neutral the militant groups
take an “if you're not with us you're against us” stance,
so peace initiatives are attacked from all sides,

The Peace Community of San José de Apartadd
began in 1997 when the group of compasinos in
Apartad6 declared themselves neutral. This should
have meant that the military would not be allowed in
their community, but there have been 154 murdered or
disappeared people from the community since its be-
ginnings, 80% of these crimes were commited by the
military or paramilitary.

In spite of all these tragic experiences, the people
in the community remain strong. “As a leader in this
community I may be forced to face death on any day,”
said Renato. He also went on to say that many of the
people in the community who gave up and moved to
an area secured by the government went back to the
homes in the community saying, “in the city we were
starving. Here we may be killed, but we will die with
a full belly.” To hear of such determination in the face
of grisly death is a powerful and frightening experi-
ence. Hearing this from my perspective, that of a for-
tunate young person, whose idea of activism is writing
letters, e-mails, and articles, and attending protests,
makes me wonder how strong my convictions would
be in such dire circumstances.

According to Renato, taking a stand for the civil-
ians in Colombia need not be life threatening. Even if
you choose to go with FOR, accompanying the com-
munity, you should be fairly safe. As a United States
citizen it is highly unlikely that any militant group
would risk harming you. Please do not, however,
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think that you can only help by drastically changing
your lifestyle. You can also Iobby your congressperson
to pressure Colombian officials to recognize San José
de Apartadé and other similar communities. Educate
yourself about the plight of those caught in the war in
Colombia and inform your friends, neighbors, col-
leagues, classmates about what you have learned.

In the conclusion of his speech, Renato said, “We
are clear and we are conscious. We are trying to create
a different and distinct world. In order to create a dif-
ferent and distinct world we need your support.” 1
hope his story can convince you to give that support.

- Peter Christine

A Further Update From the Peace Community:

There is more troubling news from the Peace Com-
munity. A November 7% Action Alert from FOR reports
on multiple abuses against the community by soldiers
and paramilitaries, including the detention of 13-year~old
Samuel Mora on two occasions. Both times Samuel was
threatened with death.

From SOA Watch we have learned that Arlen Salas
David, a leader in the community, was murdered on
November 17t by the military while he and six others
were weeding corn. A statement from the Peace Com-
munity says in part, “We make an appeal for... interna-
tional support, so that our extermination can be stopped;
so that the inhabitants cf the whole region... are not
forced to become internally displaced, which the Army
has told us is their objective.”

Contact Philip French, Director of Andean Affairs,
U.S. Dept. of State, 2201 “C” St. NW, Washington, DC
20520, and urge the State Department to withhold human
rights certification for Colombia until the murders of and
human rights abuses against civilians in San José de
Apartad6 are prosecuted.
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