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How to Stop Perpetual War
for Peace?

The Tour for a Just Foreign Policy will visit Bethle-
hem on Saturday, November 11. We are again fortunate
to have some well-informed speakers visiting our area,
two of whom have on-the-ground experience in Iraq
and Iran, and they arrive only four days after the elec-
tion in which the Iraq War has been a major issue. The
Tour will feature three speakers and an exhibit of pow-
erful images from Iran, Iraq and Lebanon taken by
award-winning photo journalists.

The theme for the tour is “Perpetual War for
Peace? What Can We Do to End One War and Prevent
Another?” The program will begin at 1:30 pm, at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley, 424
Center St., Bethlehem (at the corner of Center and Wall
Sts.). The photo exhibit will be on display starting at
1 pm and following the program.

The speakers are Raed Jarrar, an Iraqi-Palestinian
blogger, activist and architect. Raed Jarrar promotes
The Iraq Reconciliation Plan proposed by the Iraqi Par-
liament in June 2006. He was recently part of a Global
Exchange delegation that brought together antiwar
activists from the U.S. and members of the Iraqi Parlia-
ment in Jordon to strategize about ending the war.
Raed was in Iraq during and after the 2003 invasion.
He took part in humanitarian projects including serv-
ing as the Country Director of CIVIC Worldwide, the
only door-to-door casualty survey in Iraq after the inva-
sion. He now works as the Iraq Project Director for
Global Exchange and maintains a popular web-log that
includes analysis and news summary regarding Iraq
and the Middle East. L

Antonia Juhasz, the second speaker, wrote, “The
Bush Agenda: Invading the World One Economy At a
Time,” where she uncovers the history and key role of
U.S. corporations in the creation of the Bush agenda.
She presents the Iraq War as the most brutal applica-
tion of this policy, showing how the administration has
fundamentally transformed Iraq’s economy, locking in
sweeping advantages to its corporate allies. Juhasz is a
visiting scholar at The Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, DC,

Rostam Pourzal, the third speaker, is President of
the U.S. branch of the Campaign Against Sanctions and
Military Intervention in Iran. He is an independent re-
searcher and organizer for human rights. He visits Iran
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regularly and has served on the boards of several
Iranian-American organizations. He has been inter-
viewed on Pacifica Radio, CNN International, MSNBC
and Aljazeera, among others. .

The exhibit will include phetographs by Lynsey
Addario, Mohammad Kheirkhah, Andrew Stern, and
Ramin Talaie.

The tour is traveling throughout the northeast
(Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York), November 1-12.
For more information on the tour see www.justforeign
policy.org.

The tour’s visit to the Lehigh Valley is sponsored
by the Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition of which
LEPOCO is a participating group .

- Nancy C. Tate

Taking the Costs of War to the

Door of Congress

As the dawn came out of the darkness, fourteen of
the seventy human beings that participated in the
Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition Peace Vigil on October
26tk began the day with interfaith prayers. Then the
reading began of the names of three thousand ten coali-
tion soldiers who have passed away in Iraq, inter-
spersed with the names of Iraqi civilians who have died
since the March 2003 invasion. The darkness gave way
to light as people started appearing on Broad Street, at
6t Avenue, in Bethlehem, across from the office of
Representative Charles Dent. As the names hung in the
cool air, a gong rang between each reading, and sup-
porters of the vigil came and went. People walked by
taking flyers that insisted that Rep. Dent be account-
able for his complicit actions in support of war and
militarism.

The hustle and bustle of city traffic heightened;
honking horns of support dominated the quiet cool air,
as the names were continucusly read. Names from
Australia, Ukraine, Island Nations, Italy, the United
Kingdom, Spain, and many other small nations. Names
of men and women from Portland, Maine, tc Plantation,
Florida, from Oceanside, New York, to Shawnee, Okla-

{(continued on page 2)



Join Thousands Protesting the SOA

The entrance to Ft. Benning, home of the notorious
School of the Americas (now called the Western Hemi-
sphere Institute for Security Cooperation -- WHINSEC),
will be the scene once more of a protest rally and vigil
November 17, 18 and 19, in Columbus, Georgia. Car -
pools from the Lehigh Valley, a bus from Scranton with
stops in Wilkes-Barre and Harrisburg (it costs $200,
including hotel room; call Sister Suzanne at 570-489-
2023 for more information), and caravans of peace dem-
onstrators from all over will soon be converging on
Columbus. Call the LEPOCO office to find out how -
you can join them, or how you can assist others to go.

This year's congressional effort to close the school
failed again, but legislative efforts will continue, led by
Reps. Jim McGovern, Democrat from Massachusetts,
and John Lewis, Democrat from Georgia. (Congressman
Charles Dent and Senators Specter and Santorum all
voted to keep the school in operation.) The school is -
part of the U.S. military budget funded by taxpayers.

SOA/WHINSEC has been supplying assassins, dic-
tators and death squad leaders for oppressive regimes
in Latin America since 1946. Its graduates have left a
trail of blood and pain in every country te which they
have returned. Among those targeted are educators,
union organizers, religious workers, student leaders,
and others who work for the rights of the poor. Many
hundreds of thousands of Latin Americans have been
tortured, raped, assassinated, disappeared and forced
into refiige by those trained af the school.

Countries with the worst human rights records
have consistently sent the most soldiers to be trained:
Nicaragua during the Somoza dictatorship, El Salvador
during the bloodiest period of repression; and now Co-
lombia accounts for approximately half of students cur-
rently attending. The good news is that several coun-
tries, most notably Venezuela, have announced that
they will no longer send students to the school.

Last November, LEPOCO's Joe DeRaymond was
one of 37 demonstrators who committed civil disocbe-
dience by entering the grounds of Ft. Benning. They
were arrested and charged with trespassing on federal
property. Joe spent three months in the federal prison
at Schuylkill, Pennsylvania. It is anticipated that others
will follow their example at this year's demonstration.
LEPOCO has a 30-minute DVD entitled "Line Crossers"
which contains eloquent testimonies by many who
were arrested last year, explaining why they were will-
ing to subject themselves to prosecution and prison.

it's not too late to plan on making the trip to Co-
lumbus. Call the LEPOCO office or speak with Joe
DeRaymond, Tim Chadwick, or Bob Riggs for further
information. LEPOCO has created a fund to assist with
expenses for those who may need help in making the
trip. Contributions to the fund will be welcomed.

It is hoped that election changes in Congress could
make the efforts to close SOA/WHINSEC much more

likely t d.
ikely to succee - Bob Riggs
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Taking to Costs of War to the
Door of Congress

(continued from page 1)
homa, from Independence, Missouri, to Chino, Califor-
nia, from Dresden, Tennessee, to Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania.

Despite the cold and somewhat windy conditions,
over seventy supporters participated throughout the
day and evening vigil. In addition to the names of
coalition service personnel read, the names of Iraqi
civilians, police, businessmen, woman, and children,
young and old were read to represent the hundreds of
thousands of Iraqis who have died. A simple banner
dominated the vigil: “War is Not the Answer.”

The time has come for our Congressional repre-
sentative to stand up to the Executive Branch of govern-
ment and end war as their choice over diplomacy and
reconciliation. During the afternoon both of the candi-
dates challenging Rep. Dent in the upcoming election
participated in the vigil. Green Party candidate, Greta
Browne, an outspoken advocate for “bringing the
troops home now,” as well as Democratic candidate,
Charles Dertinger, made an appearance in support of
the day-long vigil.

Thanks to robert Daniels II for his organizing
efforts and for being the anchor for the vigil that ended
at 12:40 am the next day. If you would like to find out
more about the national legislative campaign that this
vigil embodied, go to www.declarationofpeace.org.

- Tim Chadwick
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Opening Eyes To Resistance

Unarmed
Friday, November 10, 7 pm, Lehigh University,
Room 303, the University Center: Renata Rendon, Ad-
| vocacy Associate for the Americas of Amnesty Interna-
} tional, Washington, DC, will speak in conjunction with
| the Photo Exhibition in the Girdler Gallery, "Resistance
} Unarmed." Renata Rendon has had extensive experi-
| ence working with Congress on Colombia and Central
‘ America human rights issues.
i
|

Renata was a volunteer with the Fellowship of
Reconciliation for six months, working in Colombia on
the various projects of the Colombia Peace Program.
She was present in the community of San José de
Apartadé in February of 2005, when eight community
members were massacred. Her direct experience gives
her testimony a power that opens eyes about the reality
of life in Colombia. As “The Advocate,” a publication

" of the City University of New York reported, “Renata
Rendon’s testimony moved the audience to tears. This
was the first time that Ms. Rendon was speaking in
public about her experience in San José de Apartadd
where she witnessed the exhumation of eight bodies
(including those of three children) massacred on Febru-
ary 21, 2005. She came to know these people personal-
ly, and as a Fellowship of Reconciliation accompani-
ment worker helped search for bodies.”

Since that time, Renata has worked on bringing
the message to Congress, with FOR and Amnesty, in

- order to change policies that encourage violence and
grant impunity to viclent actors. She will have much to
share about the current situation and the prospects for
change in Colombia and the Americas.

- Joe DeRaymond

This creative project may take on any form you wish':
peoem. video, drawing, essay. photo, work of
fiction, ect. Performance &rt
such as dance or music expression may also be submitted
by arrangsment

1st Place: $100

2nd Place: $75

3rd Place: $50
& many more prizes

For High School Students
Sponsored By

Deadline: January 16, 2007
Submit to: LEPOCO Peace Centex
313 W 4th Street Bethlshem, PA 18015
Or Email Submissions at lepocodfast.net
Questions? Contact Stephanie Garmsn
610-~737-2249

The Nuclear Abolition Sisters want to raise
awareness and promote opposition to the danger
presented by nuclear weapons. Each month we will
provide LEPOCO Newsletter readers with a fact that
highlights the nuclear threat to life on Earth.

i November’s Nuclear Nugget |
i 10,729: Total number of intact U.S. nuclear [
; warheads. All told, the explosive power of U.S.
+ nuclear warheads is 100,000 times greater than the :

single Hiroshima bomb. And our nuclear war ]
! plan keeps many of these weapons on hair-trigger |
i alert. www.nrdc.org/nuclear I

at the LEPOCO Peace Center

Friday, December 1, 7 pm
1st Friday Film
“The Road to
Guantanamo”

This 2006 docudrama focuses on
the “Tipton Three,” a trio of Brit-
ish Muslims who on a trip to Pa-
kistan to attend a wedding soon
found themselves in the captivity
of U.S. forces and transported to
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where
they were held without charge for
over two years. Directors Michael
Winterbottom and Mat
Whitecross recount the travails of
the three by inter-cutting inter-
views and news footage with re-
creations of their Kafka-esque
journey through the world’s most
notorious military prison. 95
minutes.

Please bring a snack or bever-
age to share. The film will be pro-
jected on LEPOCO’s big screen at
the Peace Center, 313 W, 4th St,,
south Bethlehem.

Step Up!

In troubled times, it’s essential to strengthen the
bonds of support that hold the progressive community
together.

As anyone reading this knows, these are certainly
troubled times. The current political climate, so
skewed towards corporate profit and hegemony for the
rich, is front-loaded to put a steady squeeze on those of
us without tons of walking-around money.

For over 40 years, LEPOCO has worked to organize
local opposition to the grip of greed, to honor people

(continued on page 7)
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