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Peace Community

We in the Lehigh Valley will have a special op-
portunity to hear from a member of a peace community
in Colombia, Wednesday, October 19. Two appear-
ances, at 410 pm at Lehigh University's Humanities
Center {224 W. Packer Ave., south Bethlehem), and at
7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church (Cedar Crest
Blvd. & Tilghman St., Allentown) will feature Renato
Areiza, a member of the peace community of San José
de Apartadd. Sr. Areiza will update us on the progress
of the peace movement in Colombia and the particular
difficulties San José has been experiencing,.

LEPOCO members and friends will remember
San José de Apartado6 as one of the dozens of small
peace communities in Colombia and the one we have a
connection with through the work of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation there and Joe DeRaymond's dedication
to their program of accompaniment in 2003. I also had
the opportunity of visiting San José in 2003 as part of
an FOR human rights delegation to Colombia. In ad-
dition, Joe returned to San José for a month this past
winter during a crisis, and has continued his involve-
ment as an active member of FOR's Colombia Peace
Program Committee.

San José de Apartad6 has had an especially hard
time this year. Always threatened as they move among
the armed factions of this war torn country, on Febru-

Mass Demonstration At Ft. Benning -

Today, we face an institutionalized system of war
and structural violence brought to all corners of this
earth by the United States. The Western Hemisphere
institute of Security Cooperation, formerly known as
the School of the Americas (SOA/WHISC) is a smal],
even miniscule, part of this system of violence. Yet,
despite the years of lives spent in prison, the pleas of
churches, unions, and citizens to close this school that
sponsors torfurers and killers in the Americas, the poli-
ticians and military will not let it be closed.

This year, we have had not a whisper of success in
our efforts to move United States policy in the Ameri-
tas., CAFTA passed, military aid to Colombia was
maintained, Cuba policy remained the same, the kill-
ing field of Haiti does not even make the news. Parti-
cularly hard to confront was the granting of human
rights certification to Colombia in the face of the mas-
sacre in S5an José de Apartad6. Unfortunately, there is
evidence that the certification has only emboldened
the paramilitary killers of Colombia. On September
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ary 21 eight members were tortured, murdered, and
dismembered, including one of the leaders, Luis
Eduardo Guerra. Along with Sr. Guerra were his son
and companion, Dyanira Areiza; and a family of four,
including children 4 and 1%. The massacre was car-
ried out by the 17th Brigade, the military unit assigned
to that region of Colombia. Deyanira Areiza was
Renato Areiza's sister. The effect of this attack on the
community has been profound.

International reaction to the massacre was great,
in the United States so great that the State Department
took a direct interest in it. Chiefly, it delayed human
rights cextification for Colombia to receive some of the
immense amount of money the U.S. sends there. Al-
though its human rights record remains abysmal, the
State Department did OK Colombia's receiving this
funding, iimed with President Uribe's visit to Presi-
dent Bush this summer. Nonethkeless, the delay of half
a year was the first time the U.S. government paid so
much attention to the issue of human rights in Colom-
bia.

For further information about Renato Areiza's
talks please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730. If you are
able to provide some refreshments for the First Presby-
terian talk, contact Sheila Clever at 484-664-3948.

~ Janet Goloub

10, Luciano Enrique Romero Molina, President of
SINALTRAINAL, a union that represents Coca Cola
workers in Colombia, was kidnapped, tortured and
murdered. Impunity reigns for United States frained
and sponsored killers in Colombia, in Haiti, and in
Iraq.

This November 19-20 at Fort Benning, there will
be a mass demonstration of thousands once again to
protest the existence of the SOA/WHISC. Thereis a
call to bring thousands to the civil disobedience com-
ponent of the demonstration. There will be a local
contingent traveling to Fort Benning again this year.
Please join us, and the thousands of others in this pre-
sence to demand that our polijticians and military close
this school of torture and begin a change in policy in
the Americas, in the world. Contact the LEPOCO Of-
fice, or check out the website of School of Americas
Watch, www. spaw.org.

~ Joe DeRaymond



Nonviolence Training Builds

Counter-Recruitment Team!

On Saturday, September 10th, twenty enthusiastic
teens and adults gathered at the Lehigh Valley Friends
Meeting House in Bethlehem. Representing twelve
school districts in Pennsylvania, this diverse group of
participants joined together to learn how to initiate
and support counter-recruitment programs in their
local high schools.

The training was facilitated by Margot Hillman
and Jeff Vitelli, of LEPOCO, who started the day’s
events promptly at ten with a song Jeff wrote himself,
encouraging the people to “wake up” and “rise up.”
Indeed, the lyrics foreshadowed the sentiment of the
day: it's time to raise our voices against the deceptive
tactics of military recruitment, and stand up to protect
our nation’s youth and their right to know alternative
options to military service. During the course of the
day, the training alternated between didactic sessions
and participatory exercises in duos or trios. Posters
decorated the walls, representing the participants’
fears and feelings about doing counter-recruitment,
and their brainstorms for how to effectively answer the
hard questions that are often posed to counter-
recruiters. “Who do you think you are anyway? If we
don’t have an army, who's going to protect us from the
terrorists?”

The apprehension associated with potentially hos-
tile school administrators, and being misinterpreted.or
challenged by students and military families, was
brought to life in a dynamic set of hassle lines. Scenar-
ios for the hassle lines were synthesized from the par-
ticipants” own fears, and challenged them to think on
the spot, while remaining peaceful and attentive.
While these lines brought the nervousness and uncer-
tainty of counter-recruitment to life, they also helped
lay those emotions to rest. The participants experi-
enced the necessity of diffusing anger and finding a
common ground with those who are in disagreement
with them. A laundry list of facts and statistics will
bridge no divide without an established relationship
of understanding. As counter-recruiters, it is our job to
help students, parents, and school administrators un-
derstand that knowing options and a nonviolent way
of life are essential to education. However, we must
also fulfill the role of peacemakers, building camara-
derie and understanding with those around us in our
everyday lives.

Special thanks to Peter Crownfield, LEPOCO’s
Youth & Militarism Staffperson, for his planning and
coordinating efforts, and Hannae Pavlick, LEPOCO
member and student at Liberty High School, for a
superb vegan lunch!

- Sarah Weick

Ed. Note: Thanks also to Sarah Weick, home-schooled high
school student, active in extracurricular programs at Pali-
sades High School, who helped Peter with planning and
coordination for the day.
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At top: Dan Acker and Tom Stinnett load the truck to
carry away the leftovers from the Yard Sale.

At bottom: Kathryn Hoffman, Betty Compton and
Laurie Spalholz chat at the Yard Sale check-out table.
Photos by Susie Ravitz.

The Yard Sale was a great success, thanks to the many
donations (including a wonderful collection of books
from Suzanne Marshall) and the many volunteers who
priced, sold and carried the “stuff.” We grossed a little
over $1200. There are a few holdovers we would like
to try to sell on e-bay. Is there anyone who has e-bay
skills they are willing to share? Please call LEPOCO at
610-691-8730.
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Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern
313 West Fourth Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730

fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: Jepoco@postmark.net

The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by
the Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a non-violent,
non-profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. . . .. ......... $25
Limited Income Member ....... $ 5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . .. ........ $50

Articles /news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month’s newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Peter Crownfield, Fran
Dreisbach, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd, Bob Riggs, Tom
Stinnett, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion Thorne, Jeff
Vitelli, Hans Wuerth, and Ursula Wuerth.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCQO Steering Committee: Dan Acker (co-treas.), Ellen
Buck, Peter Crownfield. Annie Hasz, Robert Daniels, Julius
Iwantsch (co-treasurer), Mike Lawton (ex-officio), Janet
Ney, Sue Ravitz, and Nancy Tate (ex-officio).







