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More Work Needed to

Close SOA/WHINSEC:
Vigil & Direct Action Planned
at Ft. Benning Nov. 19-21

After ten plus years of annual vigils and civil
disobedience at the gates of Fort Benning, Geor-
gia, protesting the notorious School of the
Americas (now named the Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation) we are contin-
uing our efforts to shut it down.

10,000 of us -- students, veterans, labor, hu-~
man rights workers, members of various religious
groups and social/global justice organizations -
will gather in Columbus, Georgia, on November
20 and 21, to continue the struggle until the school
is closed and the policies it represents are
changed forever.
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Teach-ins, trainings in nonviolent civil dis-
obedience and caucuses will begin on Friday,
November 19, and continue through Saturday
evening. From 11:30 am to 5 pm, on Saturday,
Navember 20 there will be a rally at the gates of
Ft. Benning, and on Sunday, the Vigil and Non-
violent Direct Action will be at those gates and on
the grounds of Ft. Benning. Many speakers and
musicians, including Kathy Kelly, Sr. Helen
Prejean, Sr. Dianna Ortiz, Neris Gonzales and
Carlos Mauricio, Bob King of the United Auto
Workers, Kim and Reggie Harris, Utah Phillips,
Llajatusuyo, The Chestnut Brothers, and Pat
Humphries will be on hand.

More information about SOA/WHINSEC is
available in the LEPOCO Office. To discuss the

possibility of traveling to Columbus, Georgia, for
this event contact Bob Riggs at 610-588-9832,
- Bob Riggs

Nobel Laureate
Helen Caldicott to Speak

Dr. Helen Caldicott, founding president of
Physicians for Social Responsibility (co-winner of
the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize), will speak at Quaker-
town High School on International Anti-Food
Irradiation Day, Sunday, November 21¢, from 1- 3
pm. Dr. Caldicott’s topic will be “Nuclear Wea-
pons Production and the Link to Food Irradia-
tion.” Judy Szela of Nocobalt-4-Food and Patty
Lovera of Public Citizen will discuss the possible
use of nuclear food irradiation in the National
School Lunch Program. Admission is free, but
please consider a donation to Nocobalt-4-Food at
the door.

From 10 am to Noon, the same day, will be
The Gathering: Protecting and Healing the
Lenape Homeland Against Nuclear Irradiation, at
the farm of July Szela and Phil Stein, 1920 Allen-
town Road, Milford Square, Pennsylvania. For
more information, visit www.nocobalt-4-food.org
or call nocobalt at 215-552-8903,

Donations towards the event are urgently
needed! (The costs for bringing Dr. Caldicott as a
speaker are significant.) Please make checks out
to EarthSave, with a memo to “Nocobalt-4-Food,”
and mail them to: Nocobalt-4-Foad, PO Box 68§,
Milford Square, PA 18935. Thank you!

= Anna Maria Caldara

Vote Your Conscience; Vote for Peace; Vote
for Justice; Vote for the Environment; Vote
for the People of Iraq and Colombia; But, Be
Sure to Vote!



Visiting Colombia: Part Il

Medellin is the second largest city in Colombia,
three to four million population. Like Bogota it's
population is indefinite, increasing constantly with the
influx of displace people from the countryside. We
met with a collection of human rights groups who de-
scribed their difficulties in a country where human
rights are held in little regard. Detention is the pri-
mary method of harassing people now; people can be
detained by being accused by anyone. The current
government has begun using paid informants; put that
together with the fact that the accused don’t have the
right to confront their accusers, and you get an idea of
the importance of human rights in Colombia.

Angelina, a woman who attended the above men-
tioned meeting, spoke to some of us after the meeting,.
She was accused and detained earlier this summer.
She spent nine days in two different jails, threatened
with a knife, forced to undress and be photographed,
and interrogated constantly about her non-existent
connections with the guerillas. Her human rights law-
yer succeeded in getting her release. She moved after
her release, because she’s afraid to go back to her bar-
rio. This is life in Colombia now.

Angelina is not someone important, doesn’t do
highly important work for an important organization.
She is a person trying to live her life in circumstances
which include the threat that eventually became reality
for her.in June... S S S

More encouraging, we met with Red Juvenil
(Youth Network). A delightfully lively bunch of teen-
agers met us, drumming and chanting, ready to march
and demonstrate against the six-weeks-long detention
of a popular combo. We didn’t go with them, but
fearned about “Red’s” programs, which include actions
by conscientious objectors and nonviolent games in
the schools.

Ruta Pacifica (Way of Peace) is a consortium of
women’s organizations that plans actions, espouses
nonviolence, and provides suppori for women and
girls through everything from demonstrations and
counseling to aroma therapy and massage. A couple of
years ago, their Women in Black brought together over
500 women at a jail just outside the city and success-
fully protested the detention of several women inside.
A principle for them: it’s better to do something with
fear than to do nothing because of fear.

We flew from Medellin to Apartadé, then drove to
San José de Apartadd. The most threat of violence was
on this part of the trip, chiefly because of the armed
factions; we encountered none. QOur two jeeps took an
hour to drive the six miles to San José because the road
is so bad -- and we did get stopped and our bags
searched at the military checkpoint.

We stayed at the attractive, though with minimal
amenities, guesthouse, our beds equipped with mos-
quito netting. Brigitta, a village elder, gave us a tour of
the town: a pretty child care center; the grist mili; a
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back-yard banana plantation; the square with its drying
beans, cacao, and roaming pigs; the too numerously
named memorial to community martyred; the elemen-
tary school for 550 children; the community building for
events, which holds equipment for processing cacao and
making marmalade. These last are not used; the equip-
ment has been donated, but establishing the business is
much more complicated.

Dinner in the community building included mem-
bers of the community, who described the difficulties of
being a peace community. They have survived the gue-
rillas and paramilitaries as well as the official nonsup-
port and even persecution by the military. During our
meeting, a man paced along the balceny outside our
room, alert for possible approach of any armed faction.
Approximately two weeks after we were there, two
people died and two were injured when a grenade left
from military operations in March exploded in a San
José home; two others who associated with the com-
munity were shot to death by paramilitaries in separate
incidents at about the same time.

None of the tension that is the daily life of the
region was felt by us as we hiked the two miles on the
mule trail up the beautiful mountain to La Unién the
next day.

- Janet Goloub

Editor’s Note: Janet Goloub was a member of a delegation to
Colombia, July 18-31, organized by the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation’s Task Force on Latin America and the Caribbean and
the Chicagoans for a Pedceful Colombia. The first part of her
report on the trip appeared in the September issue of the
LEPOCO Newsletter. A final segment will appear in the next
issue of this newsletter.
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Lehigh-Pocono Comrmittee of Concern

Sy, 313 West Fourth Street
' \\ Bethiehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730

fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: lepoco@postmark.niet

The LEPOCO Newsleiter is published 10 times a year by
the Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a non-violent,
non-profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. . .. .......... $25
Limited Income Member . ...... $ 5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . . . ...... .. $50

Articles /news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month’s newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Fran Dreisbach, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd,
Bob Riggs, Barbara Schultz. Brad Schultz, Tom Stinnett,
Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Jeff Vitelli, Hans Wuerth, and
Ursula Wuerth.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Comymnitiee: Ellen Buck, Peter
Crownfield, Annie Hasz, Julius Iwantsch (co-treasurer),
Mike Lawton (ex-officio), Janet Ney, Sue Ravitz, Reggie
Regrut, Nancy Tate (ex-officio), and Marion Thome (co-
treas.).







