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128 Lives Lost

At least 128 pairs of boots memorializing U.S. sol-
diers from Pennsylvania who have been killed in Iraq
will be the central focus of the Eyes Wide Open Across
Pennsylvania exhibit when it visits the Lehigh Valley,
October 6-8. These boots represent the impact of the Iraq
war and occupation on our state where the third largest
number of deaths have occurred (only California and
Texas have lost more). A small display of other shoes
will represent the Iraqi civilian casualties.

There is an extensive schedule for the exhibit over
the three days. Volunteers are still needed to help set up
and take down the exhibit each day, as well as provide
the staffing during the hours the exhibit is open. If you
can help, please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730.

Eyes Wide Open is free and open to the public, but
donations will be welcomed. Please make sure you get
to visit the exhibit and encourage other to do so.
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Eyes Wide Open Across PA Schedule

Friday, October 6, 10 am-2 pm
Packer Memorial Chapel, Lehigh University, Bethlehem
(outside or inside depending on the weather)
10 am - Opening Program followed by a reading of the
names of the U.S. soldiers from Pennsylvania killed
in Iraq

Saturday, October 7, 9 am-5 pm

Bethlehem Plaza (between the Library and City Hall)
(Rain site: Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley, 424
Center St., Bethlehem)

Noon -A reading of the names of the U.S. soldiers from
Pennsylvania killed in Iraq
5 pm - Closing program

Sunday, October 8, 1-6 pm
Front Lawn, Muhlenberg College, Allentown
(Rain site: Seeger’s Union at the College)
1 pm - Opening Program with a reading of the names of
the U.S. soldiers from Pennsylvania killed in Iraq

Related Event:
Popcorn & Politics / 15t Friday Film
Winter Soldier
with panel discussion featuring two Vietnam veterans
who testified at the Winter Soldier hearings, to follow
Friday, October 6, 7 pm

LEPOCO Peace Center
Please call to save a seat or for directions at 610-691-8730.

The Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition has arranged
the visit to the Lehigh Valley with help from the
Progressive Student Alliance at Lehigh University and
the Chaplain’s Offices at Lehigh University and at
Muhlenberg College.

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), an
international social justice organization, originally
created Eyes Wide Open: The Human Cost of War as a
national exhibit to illustrate the lives lost in the war in
Iraq. It opened in Chicago in January 2004 with 500
pairs of boots. With over 2700 U.S. soldiers dead it has
become too expensive to transport and often too diffi-
cult to find an indoor location large enough for the
national exhibit.

Eyes Wide Open Across Pennsylvania is organized
by the Pittsburgh AFSC Office.

Bringing the Cost of War to the
Local Door of Congress

Even though public opinion on the war in Iraq has
soured, local representatives still follow the Bush ad-
ministration in tragic lock-step. While stubborn mem-
bers of the United States Congress wait for it to become
politically convenient to take stronger stands against
the misadventure in the Middle East, Iraqi civilians and
American soldiers die. It is up to the concerned citizens
of this wounded demaocracy to deepen their commit-
ment to ending the war in Iraq by continuing their peti-
tions for peace.

On Thursday, October 26" area residents will once
again try to reach Congressperson Charles Dent and his
staff by holding a solemn vigil outside his Bethlehem
office at 701 West Broad Street, Bethlehem. The vigil
will begin at 6 am with a brief opening ceremony and
the breaking of bread. As the sun rises we will begin
reading the names of the war dead: over 2750 United
States soldiers, plus an equal number of Iraqi civilians
{only a fraction of the 43,000+ citizens of Iraq to perish
because of the violent conflict). Names will be read
slowly to aliow for reflection. As the sun fades candles
will be lit and our vigil will continue. It will continue
until the list is completed. We don't expect to be done
until midnight.

Please join us for as much of the morning/day/
afternoon/evening/night as you can. If you are willing
to sign up for a shift to read names please contact the

LEPOCQO Peace Center. This will be another occasion
(continued on page 6)




The Phonathon Cometh

The story is told at the Mark Twain home in Hart-
ford Connecticut that the famous author installed a
telephone in his home even though he really hated it
and didn’t use it very much. In fact, it was installed in
a closet. This story is just another reason to admire
Mark Twain. Who hasn’t had a few unkind words for
that telephone call that breaks up your day?

The telephone can be so intrusive, especially when
the caller is a salesperson looking for business. Even
worse, for some of us, is having to make a call, particu-
larly when the call requires us to ask someone for

something. When it’s time for the LEPOCO phonathon,

1 try to avoid the sign up sheet as it goes around the
room. Please don't make me make phone calls asking
for money!

Fortunately, though, the sign up sheet always gets
to me and I always sign up. What amazes me is that it
has always been such an enjoyable experience. It's
really great to actually reach someone (you talk to a lot
of answering machines) who wants to talk to you about
his/her thoughts on the world and his/her regard for
our favorite peace organization. LEPOCO folks have so
many concerns, so many interesting things to discuss.

Getting the request to support LEPOCO is a Iot
easier. Sending a few of my dollars to help pay for
LEPOCO’s enormous efforts is a no-brainer. 1 know
that the money will be well-spent; LEPOCQO staff and
members are very good stewards. They do so much
with very little.

So, if you have a few hours to spend in conversa-
tion with great people, even if you hate to make tele-
phone calls, volunteer for the phonathon. Call the
LEPOCO office, 610-691-8730, to schedule a time; you
won't regret it. The phoning begins in late October and
continues intermittently through November.

And, of course, if you have a few dollars that you
can share with LEPOCQO, make a pledge or a donation
today - or when that phonathon volunteer calls you.

- Janet Ney

Rally for Moratorium

As this newsletter is written preparations are un-
derway for a teach-in and rally in Harrisburg for an end
to the death penalty on Saturday, October 7, sponsored
by Amnesty International. “The Path to Justice: A
Teach-In for a Halt to Executions” will run from 10:30
am to Noon, at Grace United Methodist Church, 216
State St., Harrisburg. Following a lunch beak the rally
will be from 1-2 pm at the Pennsylvania Capitol
Building.

A bus to these events will leave the Lehigh Valley
at 8 am, and return around 4:30 pm. Please contact
Maria Weick at 610-346-8793 to reserve a seat or to get
more information. A $15 donation is requested. The
public is welcome.
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Sr. Prejean to Speak Nov. 1st —

On November 1, we will be privileged to have in
our midst the most articulate, entertaining, informative
and famous speaker in the United States on the issue of
the Death Penalty. Sister Helen Prejean will be speak-
ing in Packer Lab Auditorium, at Lehigh University (19
Packer Ave.), Bethlehem, at 7:30 PM,

As someone who heard Sister Helen a number of
years ago, I can attest toc her ability to not only state the
truth about the Death Penalty, but also her ability to
tell a story better then almost anyone you will hear any-
where. Despite the large number of honorary degrees,
including Honorary Doctorates from the University of
Glasgow, Amherst College, and St. Vincent’s College,
awards that include the first “Champion of Liberty
Award” given to a non-lawyer by the National Asso-
ciation of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and recognition
as “One of the Most Confident Woman in America” by
McCall’s Magazine, she remains down to earth and tells
her story in a way that makes you feel as if she is talk-
ing to you directly.

She will be reading excerpts from her new book
The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of
Wrongful Executions, and be available for book sign-
ings. Her last book, Dead Man Walking, was #1 on the
NYT Best Seller List for 13 weeks and was made into
the award-winning movie.

If you come, you will leave both entertained and
outraged, and also know you have met someone who
completely lives her convictions. Not bad for free.

- David Rose
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at the LEPOCO Peace Center

Friday, November 3, 7 pm
1st Friday Film
“ Aristide & the Endless z%
Revolution”

;
L’
This study of the coup d’etat

that took the democratically
elected president Jean-Bertrand
Aristide from Haiti against his
will in 2004. This winner of the
Best Documentary award at the
2006 Pan African Film Festival
features interviews with Aristide
and commentary from a wide
range of supporters and critics. 82
minutes.

Please bring a snack or bever-
age to share. The film will be pro-
jected on LEPOCO’s big screen at
the Peace Center, 313 W. 4th St,,
south Bethiehem.

LEPOCO

Saturday, October 14

L.V. Friends Meetinghouse, Bethlehem
(On Rt. 512, ¥z mile north of Rt. 22)

3 pm: Outdoor Games
4:30 pm: Food (veggie dogs with all the fixings for
everyone and cider and lemonade to drink). Please
bring a covered dish or snack to share (casserole,
salad, dessert).
5:30 pm: Music

1) LEPOCO Peace Singers

2) Tom Mullian

Singer/songwriter for peace from Philadelphia. His new
recording “Six Strings Against the War” features his
eclectic blend of musical styles (country, blues, folk, and
rock). He has performed at many regional demonstra-
tions and in churches and schools.

This is a project of LEPOCO’s Fundraising Commit-
tee so a donation of $20 per family/couple or $10 per
single person (limited income $8 and $3, respectively) would
be much appreciated. If possible, bring a folding chair.

Please join in to relax and enjoy the fall air with
peaceful friends.

eace Picnic

Candidates” Nights

1. The Children’s Coalition of the Lehigh Valley is
sponsoring a Candidates” Night for Children on Wed,,
Oct. 18, 7-8:30 pm, at Wesley United Methodist Church,
2540 Center St., Bethlehem. All present Lehigh and
Northampton County incumbents and challengers for
the office of U.S. House, and PA Senate and House are
invited. Besides questions on child and family welfare
submitted by the coalition the audience will be able to
ask questions. Childcare for children six and under
will be provided. For more info. call 610-861-1408.

II. The next night, Thurs., Oct. 19, 7-9:30 pm, The Green
Valley Coalition and the Wildlands Conservancy are
sponsoring a Candidates Forum on Environmental
Issues at First Presbyterian Church, Tilghman St. and
Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown. For more information
contact Diana Hill at 610-767-6335. Candidates are
scheduled from national and state races.

LOOK UP!

“Oh beautiful for spacious skies”
Look up and whisper, keep space for peace!
“Twinkle, twinkle little star
How I wonder what you are.”
Look up and whisper, keep space for peace!
“Glory be to God for dappled things-
For skies of couple colour like a brinded cow™*
Look up and whisper, keep space for peacel

Look up during Keep Space For Peace Week, Octo-
ber 1-8. The dangerous policies of the US threaten to
turn space into the same war zone that we have man-
aged to make of the earth. Protests against the militari-
zation of space will be held at military bases and aero-
space corporations around the world to encourage all
countries, but especially the US, to keep space for
peaceful purposes.

In 1967 the UN sponsored the first Outer Space for
Peace Treaty. The hope was to prohibit the use of nu-
clear weapons in space and to guarantee cooperation
among all states in the peaceful uses of outer space.
The US and Israel did not sign the treaty when it was
reaffirmed in 2000 by 180 states. Laser technology
allows for the militarization of space without nuclear
weapons so the US can further it’s stated plans of,
“dominating the space dimension of military opera-
tions...(and) integrating space forces into war fighting
capabilities of full-spectrum of conflict”.

In the UN Conference on Disarmament, PARIS or
the Prevention of an Arms Race in Space is a high pri-
ority. The US is able to successfully block the negotia-
tions since decisions of the Conference must be made
by consensus.

Look up and whisper.........cccvuvininn e

- Mimi Lan
*Gerard Manley Hopkins from a documentary by al Jazeera, the
Arabic media company.
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The Santorum 14

On Monday, September 25, more than a hundred
people gathered at Old First Reformed Church in Olde
City Phildelphia to begin a procession through center
city Phildelphia that included chanting “Bush Won't
Listen, Congress Must Act” and “We Declare Peace!”

At the Philadelphia Federal Building we engaged in a
Litany to Declare Peace, dedicated to the eight members
of Congress who had signed the Declaration of Peace
Congressional Pledge, including Rep. Chaka Fattah of
Philadelphia. At Philadelphia City Hall Galen Tyler,
director of Kensington Welfare Rights Union reminded
the marchers of Dr. King’s words, “If you want peace,
work for justice.” _

At the Widener Building on the south side of
Philadelphia City Hall a symbolic coffin was covered
with flowers as the names of the 126 Pennsylvania war
dead were read. While some remained outside holding
banners and signs to reach passing cars and giving leaf-
lets to passing pedestrians, those prepared to face arrest
in nonviolent civil disobedience entered the Widener
Building from different entrances.

A group of four people including Tim Chadwick
of Bethlehem and Silvia Brandon Perez of Mt. Pocono
made it to the 9t floor office of Rick Santorum just be-
fore the elevators were shut down. The larger group of
10 people, including robert Daniels II, entered the main
lobby and were stopped by security police as the eleva-
tors were shut down. They announced their intention -
to “stay until Sen. Santorum signed the Congressional
Pledge or authorized its signing.”

A little later the Philadelphia Anti-Terrorism
Police Inspector Tucker arrived and announced that if
they did not leave they would be arrested. This was the
first warning. By the third warning the threatened
charges rose to Defiant Trespass and Criminal Trespass,
misdemeanor charges.

When the 14 were arrested they were first taken to

a police precinct and then to Police Headquarters for
all-night processing and a “reality view” of what poor
people in the criminal “justice” system see daily. The
next afternoon the resisters were arraigned via closed
circuit TV and had another charge added - criminal
conspiracy. They were released on their own recogni-

Weekly Peace Vigils

Bethlehem: 4-5:30 pm, Thursdays, 3« & Wyandotte Sts.
Contact: Vince Stravino 610-216-8103
Allentown: Noon-1 pm, Fridays, 5% & Hamilton Sts,
“Impeach Bush” & “U.S. Out of Iraq Now!”

Rev. John Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013

Allentown: 4-6 pm, Fridays, 15% & Allen Sts.
Contact: Angela Morey 610-434-1489
Easton: 10-11 am, Saturdays, Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632
Please attend as often as you are able!
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zance with an initial court date for a status hearing on
November 21, at 10:30 am, at the Criminal Justice Cen-
ter.

This report was taken from a longer one written by
Bob Smith of the Brandywine Peace Community, the
group that organized the demonstration. For more
information please talk to robert Daniels II or Tim
Chadwick.

Dent 9 Update

On September 23" supporters of the Dent Nine
gathered for a warm party and fundraiser at the home
of Martricia McLaughlin and Bob Glazer, in Easton.
Over $500 was raised to help the Nine with the outra-
geous fine and court costs assessed by Judge Platt after
his guilty verdict in August. Eight of the nine have
joined to file an appeal of the guilty verdict.

Attorney Mariricia McLaughlin, who is represent-
ing the eight in this appeal, said in part at a press con-
ference called by the group on September 28:

“...These individuals who have entrusted me with
their representation on this appeal and whom I have
come to know as embodying some of the finest quail-
ties of citizenship in a free and representative democra-
cy: activism, moral commitment to principles of justice
and freedom, a sense of duty to self and others to ren-
der the society we live in one which is reflective of the
ideals posited by the laws we state we live by, were
charged with a violation of the criminal law in the same
fashion as a person who trespassed on my property in
the dead of night and refused to leave after repeated
warnings.

“...given the critical state of the Iraq situation per-
ceived by the members of this group, International
Laws and treaties such as the United Nations Declara-
tion of Human Rights, the Geneva Conventions and the
Nuremberg Principles not only protected their individ-
ual actions, but may have indeed compelled their
actions.

“For those who might say this appeal is silly, after
all this was (finally) a summary conviction, I would
ask, where do we draw the line on the price of exercis-
ing our freedoms guaranteed by the laws of this coun-
try? Why is this appeal more silly than having the First
Assistant District Attorney prosecute a summary case?
For those who would say that this appeal is politically
motivated, I would ask, was not the decision of the con-
gressperson politically motivated when he deemed it
appropriate not to listen to voices with which he did
not agree? For those who would say that there is too
much conflict in this world, I would agree. But I would
suggest that the answer lies not in the silent surrender
of freedoms that many have fought and died for, butin
honourably and peacefully carrying forward the banner
of the rights that have been guaranteed citizens...”







